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The following address of the Rev. George Up- 
fold, delivered before the Auxiliary New- 
York Bible and Commor Prayer Book So- 
ciety,* at the 7th anniversary of that institu- 
tion, is published at the solicitation of the 
board of managers. It is presented, not only 
as a happy specimen of that exrnest style of 
preaching which is justly considered appro- 
priate to the recommendation of a public 
charity, but also in the hope that it will still 
further subserve the interests of the excellent 
society whose claims to patronage it so clearly 
and eloquently urges. 


— 


For the Christian Journal. 


An Address, delivered in St. Paul’s 
Chapel, on Sunday evening, Febru- 
ary 9th, 1823, for the benefit of the 
Auxiliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society; by the 
Rev. George Upfold, M. D. Rector 
of St. Luke’s Church, New-York. 


WueEn we contemplate the world in 
which we live, without the instruction 
of revelation, we find it filled with con- 
tradictions and mysteries, which in- 
volve us in perplexing conjectures, and 
fill our minds with wondering agitation. 
To natural reason, there is nothing in 
the present state of things reconcileable 
to any harmonious design or justly pro- 
portioned system; and wherever we 
turn our eyes, whether on the earth it- 
self, or on its inhabitants, all appears 
discordant, and distracted, and out of 
place. In this perplexing exhibition, 
man, exalted above all other earthly 
beings, is the mystery of mysteries.— 
We behold him endowed with a soul, 
exalted in its views, great in its com- 
prehension, immortal in its principle— 
filled with desires which Omnipotence 
alone can satisfy—possessed of faculties 
which seem to place no limit to his ca- 
pacity for happiness. And yet we see 





* We are requested to remind our readers, 
that the treasurer of the society is Mr. Floyd 
Smith, No. 182 Broadway, by whom subserip- 
tions and donations for the pious objects of the 
institution will be gratcfully reeeived. 
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this being, so elevated in the scale of 
existence, and so adorned, the slave of 
the meanest and most degrading pas 
sions; grovelling with the beasts that 
perish amid the sensual gratifications of 
the earth, and sharing with them in its 
final dissolution; and, by far the greater 
part of the mysterious race, indulging 
in no one care beyond present and 
transient enjoyments, nor ever seem- 
ing to fee] that they came into the world » 
for any other purpose but just to eat, 
and drink, and die. But, on this dark 
and mysterious prospect, a clear and 
explanatory radiance has been shed, 
Revelation unfolds the wondrous secret. 
Rolling away the impervious clouds 
which rest upon our natural condition, 
and conceal the mournful causes of this 
mystery, it shows us a world, not as 
originally contrived and harmoniously 
arranged, but a world in ruins. It ex- 
hibits a race of beings in rebellion 
against their Almighty Creator. It re- 
presents the earth as the scene of an 
awful and universal apostasy from God; 
presenting to angels and men a mingled 
spectacle of divine wrath and of divine 
mercy, and disclosing the terribleness of 
God’s indignation, in connexion with 
the power of his redeeming love— 
Throwing aside the veil of former con- 
cealment, it tells us, that by “ one man’s 
disobedience sin entered into the world, 
and death,” and all its mournful train of 
consequences, came “ by sin;” that the 
ground is now cursed for man’s sake ; 
and that “ the whole” earthly “ crea- 
tion groaneth and travaileth together 
until now” on man’s account—on ac- 
count of his transgression and his guilt. 
Revelation, however, in this explana- 
tory process, doés not stop here. It 
makes known to us truths more animat- 
ing, more excellent, more joyous and 
consolatory than these. It tells us that 
the world, though ruined, and exhibit- 
ing a prospect of mournful desolation, 
17 











sae Sitemap ey 3 FOX 
Mnirag gaiee ook = 








t 





130 The Rev. George Upfold’s Address. 


is not without a remedy; that man, 
though fallen, depraved, guilty, and 
wretched, is not utterly undone ; that, 
obnoxious as he is to divine wrath, and 
amenable to punishment, there is a way 
provided for his restoration to favour, 
and for his escape from the fearful con- 
sequences of his disobedience. It an- 
nounces a Redeemer, one who is will- 
ing and mighty to save; and through 
him proclaims a remedy for guilt, a 
sure and certain way of return from our 
wanderings, an effectual antidote to all 
our misery. It preaches to us the doc- 
trine of peace, and tells us of One, who, 
when there was no eye to pity, no hand 
to help, nor any to bring salvation, be- 
came the propitiation for our sins, and 
the Author of everlasting life to all that 
obey him. It reveals to us the inter- 
esting fact of the descent of “ the only 
begotten Son of God, full of grace and 
truth,” to bear the chastisement for 
our peace, and to reconcile us to God 
by the sacrifice of himself. It tells us 
that “ God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing 
unto them their trespasses.” Joyful, 
indeed, brethren, are these tidings, and 
satisfactory to the soul, perplexed with 
doubtful conjectures on its natural con- 
dition, its present sensibilities, and its 
future destiny. This is that “ hidden 
wisdom” which was kept secret since 
the world began, until brought to light 
by the gospel; this the mystery which 
was concealed from ages, and from ge- 
nerations; this 





the joyful sound, 
** Which kings and prophets waited for, 
** And sought, but never found.” 
This—the transcendent, “ heavenly light, 
* Which kings and prophets long desired, 
* But died without the sight.” 


—— Blessed are our eyes,” my bre- 
thren, “ for they see; and our ears, for 
they hear.” ‘To us, this “ mystery of 
godliness” is fully disclosed. ‘That re- 
velation of mercy and truth, which, dis- 
persing the clouds of error and of wrath 
from the moral firmament, hath brought 
life and immortality to light, is our’s ; 
and in its instruction, its privileges, 
and its blessings, we are enabled to 
rejoice. 

But to multitudes the gospel is still 
“the hidden wisdom ;” and its offers of 
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pardon, and reconciliation, and peace, 
its instructive doctrines, and its con- 
soling truths, are unknown. Clouds 
and darkness still rest upon very many 
of earth’s inhabitants, and envelop in 
gloomy ignorance their mental vision, 
and their spiritual prospect. Numbers 
still bow the knee of adoration to “dumb 
idols,” and seek from “stocks and 
stones, the work of their own hands,” 
a refuge from that wrath which they 
are conscious they deserve, and the 
gift of that mercy which they are sen- 
sible they need. This spiritual desti- 
tution is not confined, however, to the 
heathen world. In Christian lands it 
is known and felt. In our own country 
there is a lamentable dearth of the bread 
of life; and, within the circle of our 
immediate observation, thousands are 
groaning under the destsuctive bondage 
of sin and Satan, and perishing for lack 
of knowledge. Do you doubt the truth 
of this assertion ? do you hesitate to ad- 
mit the extent of that moral desolation 
which overspreads so large a portion of 
this highly favoured country? Peruse 
the annual reports of those heralds of 
the cross, who, leaving the comforts of 
more refined life, haye gone forth to 
preach the gospel of reconciliation in 
our new setilements. Contemplate, 
with serious attention, the mournful 
picture which they draw of the spiri- 
tual condition of the inhabitants of 
those remote districts. See how many 
there are excluded from the privileges 
and ordinances of our holy religion ; 
with no hand to guide them into the 
paths of righteousness and peace; 
with no sanetuary to frequent for the 
offering up of their prayers and praises 
to the Most High, and the hearing of 
that word which “maketh wise unto 
salvation ;” with no Bible.to supply the 
place of other instruction; with no ap- 
proved formulary of devotion to aid 
them in rendering rational and accept- 
able worship; with no messenger of 
grace “to reprove, rebuke, exhort” 
them, to warn them of their danger, to 
convince them of sin, to lead them now 
in wisdom’s ways, and, in a dying hour, 
to infuse into their souls “a hope full 
of immortality.” But you need not 
contemplate this scene of spiritual want 
and ignorance at such a distance.— 
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Nearer home there is enough to excite 
your concern, and call forth your com- 
passion. Go, and wander through many 
parts of this metropolis—enter the 
abodes of numbers of its inhabitants— 
ask the wretched inmates of their God 
—and they do not know him—speak 
io them of the Saviour, and of his pre- 
cious offices—-and they have never 
heard of him—ask them of their hopes 
beyond the present transitory scene— 
and they have none. From their miser- 
able dweilings, no morning orison is 
lifted up to God, no evening offering of 
praise ascends as grateful incense to the 
skies; but all within them is desolate 
and comfortless; they are dead in tres- 
passes and sins; heaven, and all the 
joys it offers, are matters of an unknowa 
import; salvation a strange and unin- 
ielligible tale; earth bounds their high- 
est pleasures, and their loftiest pros- 
pects; “ God is notin ail their thoughts.” 
Such, my brethren, is the wretched con- 
dition of very many of our fellow-crea- 
tures. And must they remain in this 
deplorable ignorance of divine things ? 
{ave they immortal souls, to be saved 
or to be dost, and shall they continue 
strangers to him who is the only “ way, 
the truth, and the life,” and through 
whom alone cometh salvation? Shall 
accountable beings be suffered to live in 
the habitual commission of sin without 
a solitary warning of their danger ? 
Shall they be left to die unacquainted 


with that precious gift which alone can 


render their passage into the eternal 
world safe, and their exit glorious and 
happy? Is a revelation, so important 
in its nature, and so salutary in its ten- 
dency as the gospel of peace ; so indis- 
pensable to the everlasting weliare of 
man; so full of comfort, of hope, and 
of joy; to be confined in its operation 
to those whose lot happens to be cast 
in fairer ground, and its holy and mo- 
mentous truths withheid from the less 
fortunate? Surely not! Such,brethren, 
was not the intention of its divine Au- 
thor, of Him who sealed iis precious 
truths with his blood. Nor must such 
selfishness pervade the hearts, and in- 
fluence the practice of any of his fol- 
lowers. ‘Go ye,” said he to his im- 
mediate disciples, “ go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gosp# to every 
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creature.” The benevolent command 
has lost nothing of its force, nor of its 
importance, in the lapse of ages. Cal- 
culated and intended for universal diffu- 
sion, the gospel of Jesus Christ de- 
mands the zealous and continual efforts 
of all in its dissemination, of all who 
participate in its privileges, and enjoy 
its blessings. The gift of infinite love, 
to a fallen and ruined race, it embraces 
all mankind in its intended influence, 
and must be spread by faith and charity 
from man to man, until all shall know 
Him, whom, to know aright, is eternal 
life.—Yes, my brethren, Christianity 
imposes on its votaries peculiar abliga- 
tions, to extend its benefits and bless 
ings; and its appeal, in this respect, to 
their hearts, is awakening and forcible. 
And, blessed be God! at the present 
time, this appeal is sensibly felt, and 
these obligations duly appreciated and 
faithfully practised. Christians now 
appear alive to this part of their duty, 
and, from their awakened sensibility, 
we have reason to hope for the happiest 
results to the cause of humanity, of re- 
ligion, and of God. That charity, 
which, regarding with the tenderest so- 
licitude the spiritual wants of our fel- 
low creatures, extends its ready aid to 
all within the sphere of its influence, is 
a prominent and distinguishing feature 
of the age in which we live; and the 
events to which it has given rise, form 
an interesting and honourable. epoch in 
the morak history of the world, A spi- 
rit of benevolence, of the highest, and 
purest species of benevolence, has been 
elicited, and is gaining ground among 
the professors of the Christian faith ; 
and its efforts, holy and useful in thei. 
intention, extensive in their plan, en- 
larged in their operation, and beneficial 
in their effects, reflect a bright and 
dazzliag lustre on the religion which 
calls forth their exercise, and directs 
their movements. ‘To the Christian 
philanthrapist, the present aspect of the 
religious world is, indeed, ‘imposing 
and animating; and in the prospect 
which it presents of extensive, and mul- 
tiplied, and zealous exertion in the cause 
of Christ, and. particularly of the active 
co-operation of the laity in the various 
plans of “ doing good,” which is a pe- 
culiar trait in the spiritual character of, 
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the age, every friend of the Redeemer 
must rejoice. Hope contemplates the 
sublime spectacle with ardent, delight 
ful emotion. Faith looks forward with 
eager anticipation to the fulfilment of 
prophecy, and hails with rapture the 
period, as not far distant, when the 
kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of Christ, and “ the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
Such, brethren, is the enlivening spec- 
tacle which every where meets our 
eyes, and animates our hearts. And 
shall our lethargy detract from the 
glory, and obscure the brightness of 
this prospect? Sensible as we must be 
of the value of salvation, and the bene- 
fits of the gospel; and knowing, as we 
do, the obligation imposed on us to 
disseminate the knowledge of a cruci- 
fied Saviour, and the wonders of re- 
deeming love; shall we remain inactive 
Spectators of this busy scene of benevo- 
fence? Shall the lamp of Christian 
zeal burn with a bright and holy flame 
an every heart but our’s? God forbid! 
Such apathy would argue but a very 
Jmperfect conception of our religious 
obligations, a very feeble sense of gra- 
titude for the mercies we receive, and 
the exalted privileges we enjoy. Surely 
‘you will not permit it to become an in- 
mate of your bosoms, nor suffer it to 
influence your conduct. Surely your 
hearts will not refuse to respond with 
good will towards any plan, which has 
for its object the building up of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, and the promotion 
of the present and eternal welfare of 
your fellow-men. In this trust, suffer 
me to direct you at this time to a specific 
application of your charity, and solicit 
your patronage and support for an in- 
stitution which, in the great work of 
moral renovation, holds out a prospect, 
not of remote, but of immediate, and 
certain, and extensive benefit. This 
institution is the Auxiliary Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society of this 
city ; an association which, while it re- 
fuses its gifts to none who ask, directs 
its charitable efforts principally to the 
relief of the destitute of our own com- 
munion. In the execution of this cha- 
ritable design, it has engaged with a 
zeal and ardour which does it honour; 


and the effects which have already been 
produced by its work of faith, and la- 
bour of love, are numerous and benefi- 
cial. We have good reason to believe, 
that, through its instrumentality, many 
a benighted wanderer has been rescued 
from that gloomy path which leadeth 
down to the chambers of death, and 
been brought to offer upon the conse- 
crated altars of the Christian church “a 
free-will offering with an holy worship.” 
We have good reason to think, that 
many a child of sorrow, and of sin, hath 
been comforted by its benevolence; 
and many a broken heart healed, and 
taught to look up with the confidence of 
faith, and the assurance of hope to are- 
conciled God; that many, who never 
knew a Saviour’s name, have been 
made acquainted with his saving grace, 
and interested in that great covenant of 
mercy, whose blessings are better than 
life itself. But we will not detain you, 
brethren, by descanting on the benefi- 
cia] influence this society has exerted, 
and the good it has done. We turn to 
what constitutes a more important to- 
pic of consideration now—its present 
prospects. These, alas! are marked 
with a character of hopelessness, which, 
was it not for the expectation of your 
generous aid, would almost induce an 
abandonment of its efforts. Holding 
forth the word of life in intimate con- 
nexion with the church of God; the 
organization of this society was hailed 
with rapture by the friends of religion 
and the church, as affording an ani- 
mating promise of extensive benefit. 
Calling forth the pious zeal of the 
younger members of our communion, 
and engaging them in deeds of noble 
achievement in the best of causes, it 
formed a new era in the history of our 
exertions for the amelioration of the 
spiritual condition of our destitute bre- 
thren. And this anticipation has been 
more than realized. The efforts of its 
indefatigable managers, in the distribu- 
tion of the Bible and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, have given rise to other 
efficient measures ; and the zeal of our 
young men, thus called into action, has 
been directed to other objects of pri- 
mary importance to the church in this 
diocess, which have been productive 
of, and stilt promise the happiest results. 
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Out of this active participation in the 
work of Christian benevolence, has 
arisen the Missionary Society, with its 
several auxiliary associations, which 
now afford not a little aid to the eccle- 
siastical authority, in meeting the de- 
mands which are constantly made for 
ministerial services, by our destitute 
congregations. ‘Thus useful in its own 
peculiar sphere of operation, and elicit- 
ing other means of doing good, the so- 
ciety for a time had no reason to com- 
plain of a want of encouragement or 
support. It grew up like a well watered 
plant, shot deep its roots, rose high, 
and bade fair for fruitfulness. But just 
as it began to tower in increasing luxu- 
riance and strength, and to promise, ere 
long, to become the pride of the forest, 
and the prince among the neighbouring 
trees—the axe is laid at its reot—a fa- 
tal blow threatened—and all its branch- 
ing honours about to be prostrated in 
the dust. A melancholy reverse has 
taken place in its means and prospects 
of usefulness ; and instead of the gratu- 
latory aceents with which it has hereto- 
fore greeted your ears, of good done, 
and of greater good in anticipation, it 
comes to you now with a tale of desti- 
tution, of neglect, of blighted prospects, 
and paralized exertions. With an in- 
creasing demand on its bounty, and an 
extended field of usefulness, the society, 
for the past year, has been obliged to 
remain comparatively idle, for the want 
of pecuniary means to carry on its ope- 
rations; and a diminished subscription 
list, and an exhausted treasury, afford 
but little encouragement for future ex- 
ertion. ‘ Until the last month,” says 
the very able and eloquent annual re- 
port, “ not a single Bible nor Prayer 
Book had issued from our depository 
during the whole of the past year. And 
unless churchmen feel it their duty to 
renew and extend their aid, the board 
of manageis must yield to the prevail- 
ing apathy; they must close their ears 
tothe calls for aid, and shut the doors 
of their depository against the demand 
for that knowledge which maketh 
* wise unto salvation.’ ” 

And shall these things be so? Shall 
a zeal so holy, so well directed, be suf- 
fered to expend itself in fruitless wishes, 
for want of means to carry its design 
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into effect? Shall this society be sut- 
fered to languish and die for want of 
patronage? Will you, as churchmen, 
as Christians, permit an institution, so 
eminently useful in doing good, so well 
calculated to disseminate the glad tid- 
ings of salvation, and shed on the minds 
of the ignorant and destitute the cheer- 
ing radiance of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion, to suspend its efforts? In the 
language of a former appeal—“ Shall 
this society in vain address to you their 
supplications for reliet for those who are 
treading the thorny ways of wretched- 
ness, and the dark valley of the shadow 
of death? Shall the beacon which your 
former bounty has erected to light the 
traveller on his way, and guide the wan- 
derer toa haven of rest—be extinguish- 
ed—now, when the solitary places have 
been made glad by its rays, and its 
beams have begun to shed a light of 
glory on the ocean and the wilderness ?” 
We will not willingly believe, my 
brethren, that your support has been, or 
will continue to be withheld frem this 
very deserving institution, because, in 
comparison with some other plans 
which now engage the public attention, 
it is exclusive in its object; and that 
you deem it a violation of Christian 
charity to contribute your aid to the 
furtherance of its philanthropic designs, 
We hope you are not afraid of the im- 
putation of bigotry, in consecrating your 
bounty to subserve the interests of your 
own church, and to supply the crying 
and urgent wants of the destitute of 
your own household. Christian cha- 
rity is not necessarily of that diffusive 
nature which some would represent it 
to be. Such was not the light in which 
it was viewed and practised by holy 
men of old. An inspired apostle.ex- 
pressly teaches us, that while we “ do 
good unto all men,” we should do good 
* especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith.” And though it is 
now the custom of some, in the exube- 
rance of their charity, to reverse the 
order of the admonition, we trust you 
will not jeopardize the spiritual welfare 
of your brethren of the same family, 
for the sake of a little ephemeral popu- 
larity with other denominations ; nor 
be induced by the prevalent flattery of 
the day, of being hberal in your senti- 
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ments, and catholicin your efforts, to 
refrain from directing a part at least of 
these efforts, and giving a portion of 
your bounty to objects connected with 
your own communion, and, therefore, 

justly exhibiting strong and peculiar 

claims to your regard and your patron- 
age. It cannot be that you will so de- 
termine. No; you will enable these 
zealous individuals by your generous 
bounty to resume their active and be- 
neficent labours, and to continue to hold 
forth the “ word of life.” You will en- 
able them to persevere in their “ work 
of faith and labour of love ;” to con- 
tinue to cheer the hearts of the “mourn- 
ers in Zion;” to give light to them who 


“sit in the darkness and shadow of 


death;” to reclaim the sinner from the 
error of his ways; and to shed the ra- 
diance of evangelical truth, and the 
purity of Christian worship, on the re- 
motest districts of our land.— Are we 
mistaken in this charitable conjecture ? 
Ts there no Christian feeling in this as- 
sembly ? no sympathy for spiritual mi- 
sery and destitution; no concern for 
God’s glory, the prosperity ofhis church, 
and the good of men? Shall immortal 
souls be jeopardized through your in- 
difference? Walking in the fulness of 
heavenly light, and enjoying those in- 
estimable privileges of which so many 
ef your fellow-creatures are deprived, 
and which their poverty at least pre- 
vents them from obtaining, will you re- 
fuse to impart of your abundance to 
their necessities ?—Brethren, we wait 
your answer! Q, let it be favourable! 
Withhold not your boon of charity from 
this deserving institution ; but let your 
present bounty be abundant, for it Is 
much needed, and will be faithfully ap- 
plied; and let your names be again in- 
scribed on the society’s list of contribu- 
tors, your best wishes follow their 
praiseworthy efforts, and your fervent 
prayers ascend to the merey-seat of 
God for a blessing on their pious un- 
dertaking. Amen. 


—_———_ — 





Although our readers in the city have probably 
seen the following report in a pamphlet, we 
trust they will excuse us for inserting so 
interesting a document fur the perusal of 
our more distant patrons; and in pursuance 
of our wish to make the Christian Journal a 
general register of the proecedings of the 
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church, and the several societies in its cor. 
uuiONn. 


The Sixth Annual Report of the Board 
of Manugers of the New-York Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School 
Society, made on Easter Tuesday, 
April 1st, 1823. 

Ir gives the board of managers of the 
New-York Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day School Society much pleasure to be 
able to commence this their sixth annual 
report, by stating the accession to their 
union, during the past year, of two 
schools. The first is that of St. Luke’s 
church. It was organized in June last, 
soon afjer the consecration of the church. 
It consists of a male and a female de- 
partment, and, as will appear in the 
proper place, is in a very flourishing 
condition. 

We have also had recently added to 
the number of ourschools that attached 
to the old and respectable parish of 
Christ church, consisting of a male and 
a female department. It was among 
the first Sunday schools in this city, 
having been organized in the year 1 816, 
before the institution of our society. a 
has heretofore been connected with the 
New-York Sunday School Union, com- 
posed of various denominations ot 
Christians. “Those engaged in its 
management,” however, have, “ un 
der a sense of duty,” dissolved its con- 
nexion with that establishment, and 
united with the similar institutions 
which are placed under the sole super- 
intendence of their own church. 

Great, then, as is our satisfaction at 
having our field of usefulness enlarged 
by the acquisition of this school, it is in- 
creased by the particular circumstances 
of the case. 

' The managers are thoroughly con- 

vinced of the propriety, because of its 

evangelical and primitive character, of 
the principle, that as God has been 
pleased to establish achurch, distin- 
guished by its ministry, sacraments, 
worship, and doctrine, as the guardian 
and dispenser of true religion; all ef- 
forts for the diffusion of that religion 
should recognize this church, and all 
institutions for the purpose, be so or- 
ganized and conducted, as to be, in 
form and spirit, auxiliary to the church. 
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In the business of religious instruc- 
tion this is peculiarly proper. The in- 
struction must obviously be imparted 
according to some system. To subject 
it, then, to any influence, control, super- 
intendence, responsibility or connexion, 
which does not keep in view the true 
evangelical unity which is derived from 
being one in doctrine, ministry, sacra- 
ments, and worship, is to remove all 
security for the soundness and purity 
of the religion which will be thereby 
taught. 

It appears to the board that Sunday 
scholars are catechumens, for whose in- 
struction the pastors of the church avail 
themselves of the aid of those who may 
offer their services. Their pious atten- 
tion to this work, therefore, must, of 
course, be considered as under the di- 
rection of their respective pastors. And 
it is obviously wrong that they should 
be under any other direction, responsi- 
bility, or superintendence, than of their 
own church. The pastors, again, where 
the proximity of their respective cures 
renders it convenient, in connexion 
with parishioners duly appointed, form 
an union for the more harmonious and 
effective prosecution of this important 
work, subjecting the whole to the.gene- 
ral superintendence of their commen 
head, the bishop of the diocess. This 
is the simple principle upon which our 
society is founded. It is an institution 
of the church, recognizing, and held to- 
gether by, the evangelical and primitive 
bond of Christian unity, and designed 
as instrumental in that promrotion of the 
glory of God, and the spiritual and 
eternal good of men, for which the 
church was established. 

It is, therefore, not only because they 
have enlisted so successfully in the good 
work of Sunday school instruction, but 
also because they afford the additional 
encouragement of their respectable ex- 
ample and influence in favour of the 
principle of our establishment, that we 
welcome our brethren of Christ church 
and St. Luke’s, and wish them good 
luck in the name of the Lord. 

The schools in our union, agreeably 
to the reports received from them, and 
ranked, as usual, according to their 
number of scholars respectively, pre- 

sent the following aggregate :— 
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St. John’s chapel 
(parish of Tri- ye oe 453 
nity church,) a 
male 180 

Zion church, female 140 ¢ 2-2 


St. Luke’s church, ; seas 100 


St. Paul’s chapel, male 61 
(parish of Tri- f 161 
nity church,) meee 

male 50 : 


St. Mark’s church, female 57 


; male 54 
Christ church, 2 female 40 
Grace church, female 
Associate male school of Trinity 
and Grace churches, 
Trinity church, — female 43 
St. Philip’s church 2 male 22 
(coloured) female 20 é 
Total, male 772 
Total, female 768 





Grand total, 1540 


The reports received from these se- 
veral schools, enable us to give of them 
respectively the following more parti- 
cular account :— 

From the report of the superinten- 
dents and secretary of the male depart- 
ment of the school of St. John’s chapel, 
we make the following extracts :— 


It will be proper, in order to afford a correct 
view of our school, since the last anniversary, to 
state the monthly and yearly average, which 
has been as follows, viz. April, 152; May, 135; 
June, 139; July, 152; August, 142; Septem- 
ber, 115; October, 101; November, 98; De- 
ecember, 104; January, 101; February, 125 ; 
March, 141. The yearly average has been 128 ; 
the highest number of boys present at any time 
was 168, 

‘The above view gives a general decrease in 
the number of our attending scholars from that 
of the preceding year. It will be proper to ad- 
vert to the causes that have produced this de- 
erease. We attribute them to the erection ot 
the Episcopal Charity School in our vicinity; to 
the fever of last summer ; to the erection of St. 
Luke’s church; and to the circumstance of se- 
veral of oar teachers having left us during the 
prevalence of the fever. The details of which, 
as furnished in a report to the board of directors 
of our school, go to state, that 25 boys have left 
us, and been entered in the charity school, the 
dates of whose discharge we have. That, dur- 
ing the fever, there were about 20 families that 
removed to the country. That St. Luke’s 
church Sanday School received several boys 
trom us on account of their contiguity to it, the 
discharge of whom, on this account, we cheer- 
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fully granted. ‘That several of our teachers were 
absent during the late epidemic, whose classes 
were, in consequence, much disorganized. 

We are, however, happy to state, that, at 
present, under a new system of reward, our 
school is in a more thriving condition than at 
any former period. We allude to the abolition 
of the blue and red tickets, and to the substitu- 
tion of certifiestes in their stead. These are 
statedly distributed by a committee of the bourd 
of directors to those who deserve them, in 
the presence of the school. And if we consider 
the importance of giving some exterior to the 
actual vilue of the rewards, or, in other terms, 
a certain formality in their distribution, to 
heighten their relative value in the minds of 
the scholars, it must be apparent, that, in insti- 
tutions of this kind, as well as in those of « more 
zecular construction, the mode of distributing 
the rewards adds much to their actual value. 

We have recently founded a library for the 
use of the school, the utility of which, it is pre- 
sumed, needs no comments. 

Our method of instruction with those who 
are sufficiently sdvunced, is, first, the Seripture 
Catechism; after which, the one broken into 
short questions; and, lastly, the Church Cate- 
chism. All of which many of the scholars have 
committed to memory. 

Premising that we are utterly averse to what 
is sO often held up es a decided proof of the 
thriving state of a Sunday School, namely, the 
quantity of verses recited by the scholars, we 
are happy to state, that, since the adoption of 
the present system of reward, there has been 
a competition among the boys within about four 
months, which has produced the recitation of 
rising 7000 verses from Scripture and the Serip- 
ture Catechism. 

Here we are led to remark on the peculiar 
adaptation to our Sunday Schools of the Serip- 
ture Catechism recently published by the bi- 
shop. The answers, which are from Seripture, 
are admirably calculated to impress the sound- 
ness of her doctrines on the minds, not only of 
these who belong to our church, but also of 
those who, though dissonant to us, yet suffer 
their children to remain in our school. The 
answers are not only from Seripture, but re- 
ferences are given to the book, chapter, and 
verse, in which they are to be found. 

On our register there are 240 boys. The 
school is under the care of two superintendents, 
a secretary, and thirteen teachers. 


Of the female department of this 
school, we have received the following 
particulars :— 


From the report of the Iscies engaged in the 
female school, it sppears that there are at pre- 
sent 136 white, and 77 eoloured scholars; mak- 
ing, together, 213 in their department. 

In consequence of the calamitous visitation of 
our city last sumn+ rv, and in consequence like- 
wise of several having left us to attend the Epis- 
eopal Charity School, our number hus suffered 
some diminution. 

The classes are under the care of 18 ladies, 
whose zeal and affectionate exertions add a 
hustre to their characters; and for whom, in this 
Jabour of love, there will remain, in the hearts 
of those cornmitted to their charge, a lasting 
remembrance of their goodness. 

It is with the deepest regret that we are 
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obliged to add, that, since our last report, wa 
have been deprived, by sickness, of the assist. 
ance of our superintendent. ‘To her watechfal- 
ness and Christian care, her assiduous and ne- 
ver-tiring attention, under Providence, may be 
attributed, in a great degree, the improvemeut, 
of our scholars. 

The school is, at present, so far as relates to 
improvement, perhaps in a more flourishing 
condition than at any former period. By the 
renewed exertions of the young ladies, the 
scholars have advanced far beyond our most 
sanguine expectations. There is less of fluctua- 
tion in attendance, which must necessarily re- 
sult in more profit to our pupils. Their beha- 
viour in school, and during divine service, is or- 
derly and devout. 

The coloured department consists of more 
than one quarter of the scholars; 25 of whom 
are adults. This is a peculiarly interesting 
portion of the school; for here are many who, 
when they joined us, could not read, but who 
now are able to peruse their Bible; and whe 
but for the instruction here received, might 
have lreld on their darkened way, strangers to 
that Gospel that is able to make them wise un- 
to salvation. 

One death has occurred in this department— 
that of one of our first scholars. She commenced 
with the alphabet, and had advanced so far as to 
be conversant with her Bible. She gave evi- 
dence of her conversion, and attributed it, un- 
der the Divine blessing, to the instruction she 
received in the Sunday School. Her evidence 
of justification was founded on the Redeemer’s 
atonement, and she longed to depart, and be 
with him. She expressed much gratitude to 
her teachers for their care of her, and for the 
instruction she had received, 


Of the male department of the school 
of Zion church, we have received the 
following report :— 


The sehool is now under the care of two su- 
perintendents and twelve teachers, and con- 
sists of 180 scholars; 100 of which are regular 
in their attendance. The remainder are irregu- 
lar, owing to various causes. The teachers in 
general are very assiduous in their exertions for 
the promotion of both the religious and moral 
instruction of their pupils; and to them must 
be ascribed the eredit that is due for raising 
Zion’s School, from 25 regular attendants, in 
consequence of the epidemic which visited our 
city last summer, to the situation in which it. 
now stands. 


From the report of the.superinten- 
dents of the female department of this 
school, we give the following extracts : 


Since the last anniversary, the school has 
continued to prosper, and the blessing of Hea- 
ven has descended on those engaged in this 
laudable employment. Warmly attached to 
their church, they have continued, under the 
smiles of their heavenly Father, to discharge 
the all-important duty which has devolved up- 
on them, of bringing up the children intrust- 
ed to their care, in the “ nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord,” and in a knowledge of 
the principles of that cburch to which they 
have the happiness to belong. Yet while they 
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rejoice in this, they grieve to recollect that 
one of their number, who, at the last anniver- 
sery, entered the temple of God to join in the 
tribute of praise to the Father of Mercies, is 
now uo more. The late prevailing fever mark- 
ed our youthful friend as a vietim. She died 
as she lived, zealously devoted to the church 
which the Redeemer established, and looking 
for salvation through his atoning blood. Hev 
dass, thus left without a teacher, has heen sup- 
plied by another, in whose attachment to the 
ehurch we have the fullest confidence, and on 
whose zeal for the Redeemer’s kingdom we 
may safely rely. 

In consequence of the alarm occasioned by 
the fever, the superintendents thought it pru- 
dent to close the school on the Ist of Septem- 
ber, and it was not reopeved until the LOth day 
ef November. This for a while retarded their 
progress; but they are once more in the path 
of usefulness, and trust they will not be found 
witerers ow the road. 

Since the organization of our school, 693 
schdlars have been admitted; and, during the 
year past, 113; of which number 23 are co- 
loured. Many of them are found deserving the 
entire approbation of their teachers. ‘They have 
a general acquaintance with the Catechism, and 
appear to profit by the books loaned them trom 
the library. Many of them have recited the 
greater part of the hymns contained in the 
Prayer wook, and from 4 to 600 verses in the 
New Testament. One, in the seventh year of 
her age, has reeited the Church Catechism, 21 
chapters in the New Testament, the collects, 
epistles, and gospels, together with all the hymns 
and several psalms in the Prayer Book. 

‘The number of regular re oro is 140. 

We have to lament the loss of one interesting 
scholar by death, whose exemplary behaviour 
in school, and during divine service in church, 
was worthy of imitation. 

The school is divided into fourteen classes— 
eleven white and three eoloured—which are 
under the care of two superintendents and 
fifteen teachers, 


Of the male department of the school 
of St. Luke’s church, we have reeeived 
the following account :— 


This school was organized on Sunday, the 
23d June, 1822, with 57 scholars, in charge of 
a superintendent, secretary, and five teachers, 
and coptinued to increase in numbers until the 
month of August, when many scholars became 
irregular in their attendance, aud others with- 
dvew from the school altogether, their parents 
taking little or no interest in enforcing their at- 
tendance; so that, until the month ot Novem- 
ber, the average number of regular attendants 
did not exceed 35: since that period, the school 
has increased in numbers, at a rate beyond the 
most sanguine expectations. ‘Total number ad- 
mitted since its organization, 165, of which 11 
are coloured. Whole number withdrawn, or 
discharged by request of parents, 47. Present 
number of scholars, 115. Average number of 
regular attendants, 77. Irregular, 58. Divided 
into classes as follows: Testament and large 
Ustechism, 50; Seripture Instruction and Serip- 
ture Catechism, 25; spelling and reading, 18; 
alphabet and monosyllsbles, 27. Total, 113. 

The distance of the village from their places 
of business, made it necessary to dispense with 
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the duty of visiting absent scholars, by the su- 
perintendeat and teachers, during the inclement 
season of the year. It is therefore very Fane 
ing, that the rapid increase of the school is the 
result of volunttry application for admission b 
the scholars themselves. The returning mild- 
ness of the weather, and increasing length of 
the days, will, however, again call for their at- 
tention to this important branch of duty, upon 
which depends much of the atility of Sunday 
Schools; and the hope is entertained, that not 
only those who are irregular, but many who 
had withdrawn during the summer months, will 
be prevailed upon to return, and by their future 
altention, evince their sense of the bencfits that 
will result to themselves by so doing. 

The superintendent takes great pleasure in 
acknowledging the receipt of 20 Bibles and 30 
Common Prayer Books, from the managers ot 
the Auxiliary New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society ; as also of a number of 
books and tracts for distribution a3 premiums, 
from the agent of the Tract and Sunday Schoo! 
Societies. 

A publie examination of the scholars of both 
sexes, took place on the 31st December last, in 
St. Luke’s church, the classes examined by 
the rector, and 20 Bibles, 12 Testaments, and 
a number of reading books, were awarded to 
those whe had distinguished themselves by their 
good conduet, attention to their studies, and 
progress in their catechism. 

For their own improvement, as well as to 
excite emulation amoung the scholars, as a spur 
to industry, and to promote good behaviour 
during divine service, the baard of teachers 
have, by their individual monthly contributions, 
aided by the efficient co-operation of the ladies 
attached to the female school, and by donations 
from several generous individuals, succeeded in 
forming a library, which consists of 100 vo- 
lumes of pious and historical books, and which 
has thus fur been atteuded with beneficial con- 
sequences, 

The school having become too large to teach 
in the gallery of the church, the superintendent 
was induced to make application to the trustees 
of the New-York Free School, for the use of a 
room in the school-house opposite the chureh, 
and the spacious room on the basement floor, 
furnished with desks and benches, was assigned 
to him, and the key put into his possession. 

The superintendent avails himself of this op- 
portunity, and takes great pleasure in bearing 
testimony to the zeal and industry of the young 
gentlemen associated with him in the discharge 
of their arduous duties; some of whom residing 
in town, must of necessity subject themselves tu 
much ineonvenience to enable them to be at 
Greenwich twice a-day, at the early hour at 
which school commences; and when it is con- 
sidered that there are but eight teachers to at- 
tend to so large a school, and whose numbers 
are weekly angmenting, their ardour in the 
good cause will be properly apyreciated. 

The superintendent has commenced an ex- 
periment of teaching upon Dr. Bells system, in 
doing which he is aided by some of the larger 
boys who belong to the New-York Free Schoo}, 
some of whom acting as monitors in that school, 
are familiar with some of its details, and will be 
employed as such in this, and thus lighten the 
iabour of the teachers, the want of a suffieient 
nuraber ef whom is a cause of general com- 
plaint. The introduction of this system will, in 
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a great measure, do away that complaint; and 
although the superintendent’s own knowledge 
of the system is as yet imperfect, he hopes that 
the success of the attempt will at least keep 
pace with his own improvement, and ultimately 
preduce the happiest resulis. 

In conclusion, the superintendent is not with- 
out hopes that this school, althoagh not a year 
in existenee, has, by the Divine blessing, contri- 
buted something towards promoting the objects 
of the society, the improvement of the scholars 
being such as does honour to themselves, and 
reflects credit upon their teachers. 


The following account of the female 


department of St. Luke’s school -has 
been received :— 


‘Lhe school at present consists of 100 scho- 
lars, 80 white, and 20 coloured; 50 of whom 
attend regularly, Ut is divided into seven classes, 
each one under the care cf a teacher and assist- 
aut. And, tsking into view theshort period the 
school has been established, theit mprovement 
has been very evident. 

Most of the ehildren in the first class have 
gone through the Seripture Catechism, and are 
far advaneed in the Chareh Catechism. One 
litle girl, under 12 years of age, has committed 
to memory the whole of “ Matthew,” and se- 
veral chapters in “ Mark”’—and many others 
ia the sume class have learned from five to ten 
chapters in Matthew. 

‘Lhe children in the lower classes are going 
through the Scripture Catechism the second 
ume, and read well in the Test«ment. 

Of the coloured class, from 10 to15 attend 
regulerly. ‘They are in general attentive totheir 
lessons, and appear desirous Of improving. 
Many of them read so well as to enable them 
to study the Catechism. 

A library has lately been attsched to the 
school, in union with the mule department, 
trom which the children are supplied with 
hooks to read at home, which, it is hoped, may 
have a beneficial influence upon them; inspir- 
ing them with love and gratitude, not only to 
their earthly teachers, but to their “ Father in 
heaven.” 


The superintendent of the male de- 
partment of the school of St. Paul’s 
chapel reports as follows :— 


On taking charge of the school, in June last, 
he found the number of scholars, who attended 
regularly, did not exceed 20; and the whole 
nuraber on the register 28, ‘he school, from 
that time, inereased, until the 25th of August, 
when it was found pecessary to close it on ae- 
count of the then prevailing fever. When the 
school was reopened, on the second Sunday in 
November, a very sensible diminution was per- 
ceived in its numbers, by reason of many of the 
children changing their places of residence for 
others that were unknown, and of several hav- 
mg removed intothe country. The average num- 
ber for that month was 13; since which time it 
has inereased at almost cach meeting of the school 
‘The present number of regular attendants is 
i8; the whole number on the register 61. The 
school is divided into nine classes, with a teacher 
ta each class, and a secretary to the school, 
who, by their strict attention to their dutiés, 
manifest zeal and perseverance in their labow 


of love. And it is with peculiar gratification 
that the superintendent reports, that, since he 
has taken charge of the school, four of the for- 
mer teachers, who had resigned, have again 
come forward, and, with renewed exertions, 
evince their sense of the obligations that rest 
upon them. The local situation of the school 
prevents it from being a large one. But the 
children manifest in general great improve- 
ment, and afford the highest gratification to 
their teachers, and amply compensate for the 
time and attention so cheerfully and unremit- 
tingly devoted to their welfare. ‘'o mention 
many particulars is unnecessary. The follow- 
ing are selected. A class of four boys, that, in 
Deeember last, were spelling in one and two 
syllables, now read in the Prayer Book cor- 
rectly. In consequence of the indisposition ot 
one of the teachers for afew weeks, the su- 
perintendent had charge of his class: a boy in 
that class, about 12 years old, in addition to long 
tasks in spelling, reading, and Seripture [nstruc- 
tion, committed to memory 18 pages of the 
Chureh Catechism broke into short Ques- 
tions and Answers, in one week; and, it is wor- 
thy of remark, that the boy’s avocations on 
week days prevent him from receiving any 
other instruction, 

The superintendent gratefully acknowledges 
a donation of 50 Prayer Books, received from 
the Auxiliary New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society ; also 150 tracts, rom the 
Protestant Episcopal Tract Society. 

The direetors generally are prompt in their 
attendance, and in the discharge of the duties 
assigned to them; and the zeal manifested by 
several of the gentlemen is worthy of imitation. 


Of the female department of the same 


school, the following report has been 
made :— 
Since the last anniversary, 80 new scholars 
have been admitted; 60 white, and 20 coloured. 
Previously to the month of August last, the 
regular number of scholars fluctuated between 
60 and 70. On the 18th of that month, it was 


jndged expedient by the superintendent to close 


the school for a tine, in consequence of the 
state of the city at that period. It was not 
opened again until the 10th of November.-— 
This, had there been no other obstacte, would 
have been a sufficient cause why so few attended 
during the month of November. At this time 
many of the parents were thrown entirely out 
of employ, «nd were not in cireumstances to 
clothe their children, in that inclement season, 
sufficiently to attend school. Several lost thei’ 
parents by the prevailing epidemic, and were 
obliged to go to the Almshouse for an asylum, 
having no triends. Notwithstanding these ob- 
stacles, the school, on the 22d of December, 
was increased to 60 seloclars, and the number 
attending has continued to vary between 70 and 
80 up to the present time. 

Two little girls, aged 12 years, have each, 
since January, committed to memory 30 hymns 
aud psalms, besides their cateehism, Seripture 
Instruction, and Bible lessons. 

The coloured elasses consist ef 28 scholars ; 
15 of whom are adults. A child, under 12 years 
of age, since the 25d of February, has commit 
ted to memory ten lessons in the catechism, 
three hymns, eight pages in the Seripture In- 
struction, and the sixth and seventh chapters of 
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Matthew. Another, under six years of age, 
since the Ist of February, has committed to 
memory four lessons iv the Scripture Cate- 
chism, two in the Catechism broke into short 
Questions and Answers, and four pages in the 
Scripture Instruction, 

Upon taking a review of the reports of the 
teachers, there is every reason to conclude, 
that, with the countenance and protection of its 
patrous and benefactors, under Divine Provi- 
denee, it will continue to inerease in numbers, 
in strength, and in usefulness. 

The children continue to behave with the 
same decent deportment as bas been formerly 
remarked; and although the change of teach- 
ers has in some instances influenced their at- 
tendance, a little persuasion hus generally re- 
conciled them to the change. 


The male department of the school 
of St. Mark’s church, according to the 
report received, consists— 


Of 50 scholars, of whom about 40 attend re- 
gularly. Of these, seventeen read in the New 
Testament; twoin the Scripture Instruction ; 
fivé spell words of three syllables, and are be- 
ginning to read; (cn spell words of one syllable; 
and four are learning the alphabet, Seven re- 
gularly recite the catechism along with the chil- 
dren of the congregation. ; 

The superintendent mentions with pleasure, 
that the behaviour of the boys during service 
has very much improved since the last report. 

A benevolent individual of the congregation 
has given six eomplete suits of clothing to as 
many of the most necessitous of the aie, 
and twelve pair of shoes; and others have been 
partially furnished with wearing apparel, by a 
society consisting principally of ladies belonging 
to St. Mark’s church. 

The school still labours under the want of 
two or three active and efficient teachers. 


The superintendent of the female de- 


partment of the same school reports as 
follows :— | 


The superintendent of the female depart- 
ment of St. Mark’s feels more than ordinary 
pleasure in presenting this her annual report, 
inasmuch as it hath pleused the Author and 
Giver of all good not ouly to enlarge the school 
aver which he has called her to preside, but to 
send forth more help meet to assist her in the 
work of faith. The gratifying success that has 
attended our labours for somte mouths past, 
proves them not to have been in vain im the 
Lord, and encourages us to seek the contmu- 
ance of his favour and assistance. 

Within the last three years there have been 
admitted in this school 155 scholars; 37 of that 
number have been admitted since the last an- 
niversary. Jt at present consists of 57 mem- 
bers, 47 of whom are regular attendants, divided 
Tato seven classes, under the eare of as many 
teachers, two of whom, with a stexdiastness that 
cannot be too highly commended, have been 
zealous and faithiul labourers in this their ho- 
nourable vocation, ever since the institution of 
the school. 

The improvement of our little flock, gene- 
rally, is highly satistaxetory; and we cannot but 
think some good seed has been sown, whieh, in 
due season, will spring up. Indeed we have an 
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encouraging ground of hope in some of the eld- 
est girls, who seem very desirous to be brought 
to the knowledge of the Lord. It is gratifying 
to mention, that one of them, who has not yet 
attained her twelfth year, has been rewarded 
for her assiduity and attention by the charge of 
a class, which she manages to instruct, without 
losing the benefit of being instrueted; and a 
more attentive and indefatigable teacher could 
not be desired. 


The superintendent of the male de- 
partment of the school of Christ church 
makes the following report :— 


In making this my first report to the society 
concerning the school ef Christ church, it may 
not be amiss to state, that it was opened on the 
26th March, 1816, under the patronage of the 
New-York Sunday School Union Society; in 
union with which it continued until the close of 
the last year, when those engaged in its ma- 
nagement, under a sense of duty, resolved to 
connect it with that to which I now report. 
"rom that time the following is the view of its 
condition : 

The school is under the direction of two su- 
perintendenis, by one of whom the duty of secre- 
tary is performed ; one visitor, and seven teach- 
ers, of whom two entered (he school as scholars. 
The names remaining on the register are 54. 
Of these, 37 are white, and 17 are coloured. 
‘The average number present every Sunday is 
30; and it gives me pleasare to add, that such 
as do attend are generally regular and pune- 
tual. They are divided into seven classes, the 
studies of two of which are the alphabet and 
spelling ; and those of the remainder are spell- 
ing, reading, and committing to memory parts 
of the Holy Scriptures, in which last exercise 
some of the scholars exhibit remarkable dil- 
gence and strength of memory. “fhe number 
of verses committed since in union with the 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Scciety, 
is 1695, of which dne scholar has learnt 1094. 
Most of those who are able to read have Prayer 
Books, and some have Bibles as the rewards of 
diligence. ‘They attend church, and are there 
under the direction of two teachers, who pre- 
serve order and instruct them in the service. 

The expectation indulged, after the reopen- 
ing of the school subsequent to the fever, of 
speedily removing to the new church, prevent- 
ed us from making that exertion to procure 
scholars which was necessary to make this re- 
port as gratifying to the friends of the school as 
they could wish. We are sensible that from 
our present location much will be expected, 
and hope that no just expectation will be dr - 
appointed. I would acknowledge with grati- 
tule, the receipt of several liberal donations 
from the Protestant Episcopal Sunday Selivol 
Society. 

The female department of this school, 
having but just separated itself from 
the general union, and been connected 
with us, has not rendered any particu- 
lar report. We learn, however, that it 
contains about 40 scholars, and doubt 
not that its removal toa part of the 


city, much more favourable than its late 


location to Sunday school instruction ; 
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and the enjoyment of the increased 
convenience for tuition and worship, 
which the liberality of the parish has 
provided, will have a very beneficial 
effect upon both this and the male de- 
partment. 


Of the female school of Grace church, 
we have received the following report: 


In the female school of Grace church there 
are five regular classes; three white, and two 
coloured. Since the last report, there have 
been added 40 scholars, 23 white, and 17 co- 
foured; and many have left the school from 
various causes. Two have been sent to the 
Orphan asylum; three have been admitted into 
the Episcopal Charity School; two have been 
dismissed tor disorderiy conduct; one has 
died ; and in consequence of the fever, many 
have removed tothe upper part of the city, 
and the teachers have not been able to discover 
their places of abode Of the number that re- 
mains, there are from 50 to 60 who are regular 
in their attendance; there are at preseut only 
two teachers and a superintendent. The school 
is increasing, and could two or three more 
teachers be procured, it would, no doubt, 
(though small) be as flourishing as any in the 
anion. The teachers have the satisfaction to 
observe great improvement in some of the 
scholars, particularly the coloured adults. 


The superintendent of the united 
male schools of Trinity and Grace 
churches, makes the following report : 


It is gratifying to the superintendent of the 
united schools of Trinity and Grace churches, 
to be able to report, that their prospects are 
much more flattering than at the Isst anniver- 
sary. The want of teachers, under which they 
then laboured, has been in some degree re- 
moved; and, as was anticipated, by an accession 
of instructors, an increase of scholars has been 
obtained. We are, however, compelled to 
state, that the difficulty has been but partially 
relieved, and there are yet two classes without 
permanent instructors. At our lost report, we 
had flattered ourselves that the deficiency 
needed ouly to be known to be amply supplied ; 
and we must continue of the same opinion until 
experience shall have convinced us of our error 
—for we would be unwilling to believe that 
any, whose employments would admit, could 
hesitate, when so great benefit may result— 
when the abject is to train up the rising gene- 
ration in piety and virtue—to reseue them 


from ignoranee, so frequently the parent of 


erime—and afford religious instruction to those 
who must otherwise remain in “ darkness, and 
in the shadow of death.” We must, therefore, 
once more earnestly and respectfully entreat for 
gssistauce, or we shall be compelled to dismiss 
from the school children anxious for inprove- 
ment, and send them to seck, in other churches, 
that instruction denied them in our’s! We 
trust that some members of the congregations 
will be sensible of the importance of the uppeal, 
and afford us that aid we stand so much in need 
of, and will gratefully accept. 

During the last year, the names of 42 boys 
have been added, making an aggregate of 102. 


Daring the same period, nearly one half have 
discontinued, including two dismissed for disor- 
derly conduct, leaving about 40 regularly at- 
tending, and 10 occasional scholars. Their im- 
provement and behaviour in church have been, 
generally speaking, satisfactory tothe teachers. 
One boy, aged about 15, was confirmed last 
spring, and both before and since has manifested 
a sineere and fervent piety- 


The teachers of the female school of 
Trinity church report— 


That their course of usefulness has been very 
much interrupted, during the past year, in con- 
sequence of the prevailing sickness of the sum- 
mer, which obliged both teachers and scholars 
entirely to relinquish their duties during three 
months, at a time when the school was ina very 
flourishing condition, under the care of thew 
much respected superintendent, who has relin- 
quished her charge in consequence of delicacy 
of health. Since then, the school has much di- 
minished. It at present consists of 43 scholars, 
of which 14 are white, and 29 coloured. They 
are divided into seven classes, five of which read, 
and commit to memory the Catechism, and por- 
tions of Scripture. 


From St. Philip’s church, composed 
of coloured persons, we have received 
the following reports :— 


The male department of the Sunday Schocl 
of St. Philip’s church consists, at present, of 22 
boys. During the past year it has laboured an- 
der many difficulties. The place which we ob- 
tained for our meetings, after the conflagration 
of our church, was so far distant from our place 
of worship, and so inconvenient in other re- 
spects, that the number, both of teachers and 
scholars, became greatly diminished ; and from 
the commencement of the fever last summer, 
to the 31st of December, when the chureh was 
consecrated, we had no place ef worship, and 
consequently no meeting of the school at all 
By these means the school has been reduced 
to its present number, We trust, however, that 
God will bless our hurable endeavours to lead 
the young in the paths of knowledge and reli- 
gion; and hope, as the spring is advancing, our 
number (a6 usual) will increase. The boys take 
great pleasure in their exercises, aud their eon- 
duet and nnprovement merit approbation. 

The temale department of St. Philip’s church 
Sunday School consists of twenty girls and four 
teachers. 4t has bad the same difficulties to 
encounter that the male department has had, 
and, in addition, has been so unfortunate as te 
lose (by death) its superintendent, whose zea} 


and skill in Sunday School teaching, and ma- . 


nagement, are rarcly equalled. She was a wo- 
man of distinguished prety, and greatly beloved 
and respected by the children and their parents, 
and all the teachers. ‘The former prosperity 
of the male school, as well as of the female 
school, was, under God, in a great measure 
owing to her exertions. We all mourn her loss, 
and tear that it is irreparable. Our prospects, 
however, begin to brighten. We trust that God 
will inspire some otber to tread in her steps, 
and that he will yet send us prosperity. Our 


scholars are remarkably orderly, and make . 


sgood progress in their learning. 
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The feelings of gratitude and plea- 
sure with which the managers submit 
the above details, and in which they 
trust that their fellow Christians parti- 
cipate, are increased by a circumstance 
which leads them to revert to their last 
year’s report. The following notice is 
there found :— It will be pleasing ta 
mention the case of a boy who recently 
lost his mother, (a widow,) and who 
was discharged by certificate to be ad- 
mitted into the Orphan asylum. He 
was frequently visited and exhorted to 
cleave unto his Bible, and serve the 
Lord, who is the ‘ Father of the father- 
less.’ He manifested contrition for his 
sins, and promised to walk in the right 
way all the days of his life. Previously 
to his leaving us for the asylum, he 
called on the superintendent to thank 
him for the concern he had manifested 
in his behalf, and hoped he would pray 
for him.” 

Of this boy, the chaplain of the Or- 
phan asylum has lately written to a 
member of our board in the following 
terms :— 

“Perhaps it may be gratifying to 
you, and to your friends of the Sunday 
school, to be informed, that the little 
orphan boy, who was mentioned in one 
of your reports as having piously ex- 
pressed his gratitude to his teacher for 


the kindness he had received in your 


sthool, and of which he still retains a 
remembrance, is now in the Orphan 
asylum. The child has conducted 
with such amiable propriety, and pro- 
gresses so much in his learning, that 
it is contemplated to bring him up as an 
assistant teacher in the institution.— 
However, should this intention fail, I 
have obtained assurance, that he shall 
not be bound out to any one without my 
knowledge and consent.” 

The managers would express their 
gratetul acknowledgments to the Auxi- 
liary New-York Bible and Common 


Prayer Book Society, for a donation of 


72 Bibles, and 198 Prayer Books; and 
to the Protestant Episcopal Tract So- 
ciety, for 2297 tracts. 

At the meeting at which were re- 
ceived the above reports of the several 
schools, the managers unanimously 
adopted the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the managers have 
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heard with much satisfaction the re- 
ports of the several schools in union 
with this society, and that the said re- 
ports be accepted, and referred to a 
committee of five, who shall draw up 
the annual report of the managers, to 
be submitted to the board at its next 
meeting. 

Resolved, That the services of the 
superintendents and teachers of the se- 
veral schools demand and receive the 
warm approbation and grateful acknow- 
ledgments of the managers. 

Resolved, That the managers feel 
particular satisfaction in acknowledging 
the services of those gentlemen of some 
of the congregations, who, as directors 
of their respective schools, aid the su- 
perintendents and teachers in seeking 
for scholars, enforcing their regular at- 
tendance, and endeavouring to secure 
their proper deportment during divine 
service; and earnestly recommend si- 
milar measures to the other congrega- 
tions. 

Resolved, That the board regrets to 
hear that some of the schools are suffer- 
ing for want of teachers, and would ex- 
press the hope that the importance of 
this inestimable charity will be so duly 
appreciated as to induce those mem- 
bers of the congregations where schools 
are thus circumstanced, who can do it 
with convenience, to remove this ob- 
stacle to the full benefit of our esta- 
blishment. 

Resolved, That the managers com- 
mend the schools to the continued and 
increased patronage and support of the 
members of the church, and solicit their 
prayers that these may, through the Di- 
vine blessing, be rewarded with success. 


The managers trust that the full and 
particular view of the schools which has 
now been given will interest in their 
behalf their fellow-members of the 
church. It is in their power to enlarge 
the operation of this best of charities, 
some, by devoting a small portion of 
their time and care to the duties of direc- 
tors of the schools in their respective 
churches—some, by enlisting as teach- 
ers—and all by their prayers, and by 
contributing, according to the ability 
that God hath given, to defray the ne- 
cessary expeases of the establishment. 
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In soliciting our fellow-members of 
the church to contribute to the support 
of these schools, we ask no charity of 
doubtful character, or which can be at 
all subjected, as is much of the benevo- 
lence of the day, to the charge of creat- 
ing a large portion of the suffering 
which it professes to relieve, by encou- 
raging dependence on alms, where so- 
briety, honesty, and industry should be 
the resource. This degrades and de- 
moralizes the human character, and 
tends to poverty and wretchedness. 
The wonted effect of our charity is to 
exalt the character, and to better the 
condition, both of society and the indi- 
viduals. The liberality devoted to it 
will be faithfully applied, and its good 
effects be seen and felt in this world, 
and prolonged through eternity. 

Signed by order of the board, 
JOHN HENRY HOBART, 
President. 
Attest, 
Tuomas N. Sranrorp, Secretary. 
New-York, Easter-Tuesday, 
April 1st, 1823. 





For the Christian Journal. 


Modern Enthusiasm and Liberality in 
a Religious Newspaper. 

I am a plain old-fashioned church- 
man, little known; but, where known, 
accounted to belong to the calm and 
sober ranks in religious matters. Not 
a little to my surprise, therefore, did lL 
receive, afew days since, a number and 
a prospectus of the Bosron Recorper, 
a newspaper, the profits of which are 
jn part devoted, it seems, to an Educa- 
tion Society, and its columns obviously 
pledged to the cause of enthusiasm and 
liberality of the modern school. As 
the prospectus is intended to invite a 
larger circulation of the work, and as it 
is probable that the honour done me 
may be extended to many others in our 
denomination, I will take the liberty of 
developing, to the readers of the Chris- 
tian Journal, some of the features of 
this publication. ‘There may be reli- 
gion mingled with enthusiasm ; but the 
connexion with the latter is at least 
dangerous; and it often leads to some 
spiritual vice which mars the virtue of 
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godliness. It ought therefore to be ex- 
posed whenever it would obtrude itself 
into our quiet denomination. 

1. What are we to think of sucha 
passage as the following >—*‘ There are 
at present in the New-England states, 
and in New-York, about 400,000 fami- 
lies; and of these, 100,000 may be sup- 
posed to be Christian families.” This 
way of speaking may be but a trifling 
error in the ignorant; but an error it 
certainly is, especially when counte- 
nanced by the many learned names 
given in the prospectus, to pretend to 
judge of the sincerity of those who pro- 
fess the name of Christ. It is true, 
that, as those were not [consistent] 
Jews who were only such outwardly, 
so, those are not [consistent] Chris- 
tians who have none but the externals 
of the name. But this is a discrimina- 
tion open only to God; except as one’s 
own “conscience may accuse or ex- 
cuse” him in the case. That the edi- 
tor of this newspaper, and thousands 
more, editors or not editors, should pre- 
sume to sit in judgment on another 
man’s servants, and say that only one 
in four of them is sincere, and worthy 
of their name, is high arrogance indeed. 
Besides, I see no benefit in changing 
names. Christendom is understood to 
mean the portion of the world occu- 
pied by Christians, as Judea or Jewry 
was the portion inhabited by Jews; 
why deprive the occupants of Christen- 
dom of their appellation? If youshould 
confine the word Christian to those only 
who are supposed to be truly pious, 
you must devise some other name for 
the great mixed body of the church vi- 
sible; and, when this new name shall 
have been used awhile, the enthusiast 
will claim it for the good only. Sup- 
pose the above sentence were thus al- 
tered —* of these 400,000 American fa- 
milies, only 100,000 are American !” 

2. What are we to think of the fol- 
lowing interpretation of an act of Pro- 
vidence, in a shocking occurrence at 

, some years since ?—A teacher 
of infidelity, in that place, prosecuted 
his task (so runs the accusation) ina 
manner so literally beastly, as to admi- 
nister one of the sacraments to a dog. 
Awful fanaticism, indeed, in those whe 
pretend to be most above it! and wor- 
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thy of the most sorrowful, nay, of the 
most indignant reprobation! The 
wretch, it seems, died the night follow- 
ing of some violent disorder; “ his in- 
flamed eye-balls were protruded from 
their sockets ;” (7. e. had such an ap- 
pearance, for actual protrusion is im- 
possible without violence or long dis- 
ease ;) “ his tongue was swollen in his 
mouth ;” “ great mental and bodily 
agony.” This is termed an “ awful 
judgment from” God. Now, would it 
not be better to rely on reason, and de- 
cency, (to say nothing of Scripture, since 
the argument and warning are against 
infidels, ) in reprobating this flagrant im- 
piety! Is it not known that accusa- 
tions of divine judgments on our op- 
punents are a rather dangerous war- 
fare? Wickliffe, the Reformer, we are 
told, was struck with palsy, and had 
his face much distorted, and so died; 
and the Papists pronounced it an “ aw- 
ful judgment,” sent upon him for oppos- 
ing the church of Rome !—May it not 
be assumed as a general rule, that those 
who fancy they can so trace severe pro- 
vidences to the retributive hand of God, 
as to show the specific sentence against 
a specific crime, are either enthusiasti- 
cally weak, or enthusiastically violent? 

3. What are we to judge of a revival 
of religion, when described as follows ? 
{is any man’s religion fit to be held 
up for imitation which has not been 
tested by a patient continuance in well- 
doing? nay, ought any change to be 
accounted religion indeed, which is not 
yet known byits fruit, especially where 
the fruit was previously very bad? 
—At the end of October last year, a 
clergyman arrives at a place where 
“ broils and contentions, stupidity and 
indifference to the concerns of eternity, 
prevailed;” “the youth were uncom- 
monly given up to vain and sinful re- 
creations ;” “ family worship was whal- 
ly neglected ;” the religious instruc- 
ton of children was overlooked.” ‘this 
neighbourhood was very small. Yetin 
two months, (Jan. 4th) “ about 45 have 
hopefully found all things new.” Now, 
{ would not question one of the facts 
of this statement : a general feeling has 
been excited, which has, during these 
two months, or the latter portion of 
them, suspended the heathenish morals 
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of the place. Whether those morals 
are to any extent permanently cured, 
and fit to be blazoned, (allowing bla- 
woning not to be indelicate and impro- 
per,) we may perhaps know from the 
intelligence sent the Recorder some 
three or four years hence. ‘Then the 
improvement, if it last till then, may be 
termed religion. (P.S. On looking. 
over this article again, I find nothing 
said of improved morals, but only 
“ anxiety of mind,” “conviction,” “ re- 
joicing,” and the like. I will not, hew- 
ever, erase the above. It cannot be, 
that a Christian minister will allow 
these things to be religion, till he is 
convinced that fellowship with the 
works of darkness has ceased. It can- 
not be that a case of mere enthusiasms 
would be published; that any one in 
his senses would boast of a tree whose 
whole sap and strength went to the 
foliage only, and could produce no 
fruit.) 

4. What must we think of a very si- 
milar account of religious precocity in 
a college ?—On the death of one of the 
young gentlemen, several of his com- 
panions, “ by whom he was greatly be- 
loved,” are seriously affected. ‘They 
attend various religious meetings. And 
had these good beginnings been left to 
a calm and gradual issue, all would be 
right. Butno. In six weeks these con- 
verts are judged to have sufficient sta- 
bility to have their case published! and 
the world is to account this hasty reacs 
tion of the feelings to be undoubted 
and indubitable religion. How little 
does the following extract agree with 
the “ going from strength to strength!” 
“* Some felt alarmed at the rashness of 
the young converts,” [and why not, 
since an apostle syspected that he had 
bestowed upon old converts labour in 
vain? | “ fearing it was only a temporary 
excitement : frequent interviews, how- 
ever, [within the six weeks!] assured 
the friends that the work of grace was 
genuine.” Doubtless ‘every work ot 
grace is genuine: and this point being 
settled in the case of these converts, it 
will not, I trust, be hereafter objected, 
should any of them unhappily fall away, 
that they were never “ effectually call- 
ed.” Doubtless every work of grace 
is genuine: but ought this state of feet- 
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ing, in yonths just bereaved of a com- 
panion, and whose thoughts were kept 
fixed on that event, to be termed 
work ef grace, in the sense here obvi- 
eusly intended ?—for these are pub- 
lished as instances of “ assured” grace; 
and in no other sense could they be 
spread abroad for imitation. Ought 
this excitement of even good feelings 
to be called a revival of religion ? ame 
first-fruits, let us remember, were ga 
thered from a ripe harvest-field; not 
irom the mere blade. And, though 
every one in whom the heavenly seed 
is growing, whatever be the stage of its 
ogress, may indulge a humble hope,— 
there should certainly | be something like 
ripeness, something more than six 
weeks or six months growth, before 
cases are sent to the Recorder as * genu- 
ine.” If words are to change “their 
meaning, we may call this, and the like 
spiritual precocity, “religion:” and so 
we may metamorphose language till 
the bud be deemed synonymous with 
the fret. In truth, something like 
this is the Jatext meaning of the expres- 
sions used in the manner now con- 
demned: for they are founded on, or 
at least they encourage, the Calvinistic 
uotion, that wherever a bud can be 
tound, there also the fruit wed! be found 
sooner or later; that there cannot be 
any blasting or mildew in the spiritual 
plant; but infallible certainty from the 
first sprouting of the germ. Thus, the 
very language of eathusiasm may open 
an imperceptible channel for error, and 
will even form the inexperienced mind 
io false doctrine. 

5. What shall be our estimate of the 

liberality of a publication, appealing to 
the guod-will of all denominations, 
which gives currency to such clauses as 
these ?— He crushed the three en- 
venomed monsters of Arminian, Soci- 
nian, and Popish errors ;”—again, close 
at the left hand of this—* evangelical 
ruth, or what may be called, in com- 
pliance with custom, the Calvinistic 
system ;7"—and again, on the same 
page-—* the worst principles of Arui- 
nianism.? Of this latter passage be it 
noted, that “a spurious Calvinism” 
had just been named; that is, nothing 
bad belungs to real Calvinism; but, 
bad, worse, and “ worst,” are nof spu- 


rious in Arminianism, but its genuine 
ingredients. What shall we think of 
this simple of liberality? It is well 
known that the mouth-pieces of a cer- 
tain denomination are continually de- 
claring, that Episcopalians (a few ex- 
cepted) are Arminians; and the above 
quotations will show how bitter is the 
reviling they would convey under that 
appellation. We reject, indeed, the 
name of Arminius as much as that of 
Calvin. But of this our opponents can 
take no advantage in explaining away 
the stigma ; for ‘they openly strive to 
fasten the title on our denomination. 
They class us with “ Socinians and Pa- 
pists;” and call the group, “ three en- 
venomed monsters ;” and tell us to our 
face that nothing is evangelical’ ? but 
“the Calvinistic system.” How yearn- 
ing must be the bowels of brotherly 
love which sends this /éberal newspaper 
among Episcopalians! How unparal- 
leled the modesty which asks their pa- 
tronage for abuse on their own heads! 
Ifow honourably does the Education 
Society, which is to derive emolument 
from this paper, and recommends it to 
the public, adhere to its “ principle,” 
not to be “ sectarian!” Methinks it is 
a pretty ample stretch of the experi- 
ment of “two” attempting to “ walk 
together who are not agreed.” How- 
ever, such is human nature. This ex- 
periment has been often made, and 
will often be again. Ta the times of 
the Puritans, it was termed a compre- 
hension; aud even so conspicuous a 
prelate as bishop Burnet was so ex- 
alted a liberalist as to see it tried, see it 
fail, blame the tenacity of the Non-con- 
formists,—and yet retain all his good 
opinion ‘of the project! We have com- 
prel hensions in abundance proposed as 
he present day, under new forms and 
new names. 
The above extracts are from the 
prosp ectus and only two numbers oi 
this paper: what a supply of materials 
must the Recorder furnish to the united 
interests of enthusiasm and liberality in 
the course of ayear! But this is the 
concern of those who are engaged un- 
der these banners; it is no ailair of 
ours; they may trumpet whom they 
please, and revile whom they please. 
Oniy let Episconatians hay dignits 
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enough to spurn their effusions out of 
their circle. MILES. 


P.S. A few remarks on Arminianism 
will be sent to the next Journal. 





—_—— 
For the Christian Journal. 


emanks oN Hesrews xii. 17.—For he 
found no place of repentance, though 
he sought tt carefully with tears. 





eravoiag yolp Torey ex supe, 
valree weta daupiay exQntnoas auTny. 


Tue sense of this passage is by 
most readers misunderstood. ‘The term 
u:zav, Which our translators have ra- 
ther unhappily rendered “repentance,” 
is used in various senses both in the 
Septuagint and the New Testament; 
and, in the classic writers, is seldom to 
be understood according to the sense of 
our theological word, “ repentance.” 

Schleusner has given the various 
senses, of which petavoe is susceptible : 
—Ist. As signifying penitence, grief for 
an act already done; 2d. A change of 
opinion, a retraction of any thing that 
is done; 3d. The manner prescribed by 
God for seeking and obtaining salva- 
tion. This last is termed xaz’sZoxn's, 
the theological sense of the term. 

It is in the second sense that the 
word is here used. Schleusner remarks 
on the passage in this manner :—* Sic 
Heb. xii. 17, ubi Esavus dicitur repul- 
sam tulisse nec, quamvis cum lacrymis 
petierit, INVENISSE urTavoias TOTO, h. e. 
efficere potuisse, ut Isaacus sententiam 
ac factum mutaret.” Esau was not 
able to prevail on Isaac to change his 
decision respecting the blessing already 
bestowed on Jacob, in favour of him- 
self. Esau found no place left fora 
change of opinion in his father; because 
the decision had been already pro- 
nounced in favour of Jacob. 

Schleusner quotes 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10, 
as a parallel passage; where the trans- 
lation would be thus :—“ Now [I re- 
joice, not that ye were made sorry, but 
that ye sorrowed unto repentance, (:; 
wctavoey,) 1. €. to a change of opinion 
and conduct: for ye were made sorry 
after a godly manner, that ye might re- 
ceive damage by us in nothing. For 
godly sorrow worketh repestance, 


Vor. VU. 
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(uercevorny,) 2. €. a change of opinion and 
conduct, to salvation not to be repented 
of.” Note here, that the words used to 
express “repentance,” or change of opi- 
nion and conduct, and “ to be repented 
of,” are not from the same theme. The 
one is peravoiev; the other aperapérnrov. 

Schleusner also refers to Heb. vi. 1, 
METH VOLE GTO vexpay Epyay’, te, a change of 
opinion respecting those evil works 
which engender death, and a course of 


conduct suited to such a change of opi- 


nion. He quotes likewise a similar use 
of the word in the Alexandrine copy of 
the LX.X. in Prov. xiv. 15, wavoipyos dé 
ipxeras cis weravomy. “* The cunning man 
will come to a change of opinion and 
conduct.” 

From Polybius, who lived but a little 
more than a century previous to the 
time of our Saviour, and who is there- 
fore good profane authority on the word 
in question, the following quotation 
is mMade:—®purzos wubdusvos ty tiv 
Axpduviny ustevoray', Where,as Schleusner 
remarks, we are to understand, “ Dar- 
danios consilium mutasse,” that Philip 
found out that the Trojans had altered 
their determination, had changed their 
opinions and plans. 

It would seem from the above re- 
marks, that the signification of the pas- 
sage under consideration is sufficiently 
plain for all those who will look at it 
without seeking for difficulties. By 
searching for difficulties, and by lum- 
bering learned and unlearned comments 
on Scripture, even the simplest passa- 
ges may be rendered obscure. 

Rosenmiuller has given an admirable 
translation of the passage; and with it 
the majority of modern commentators 
agree. ‘Scitis enim quod etiam postea, 
quum vellet obtinere benedictionem, 
repulsam accepit; quippe non potuit 
eflicere (apud patrem suum ) sententia 
mutationem, quamivis eam cum lacrymis 
quereret.” For you know, that, when 
afterwards he desired to receive the 
blessing, he met with arefusal; and he 
was not able to effect a change of opi- 
nion in his father, although he sought 
it (aurm, eam, either the blessing, as 
Macknight says, or this change of opin- 
zon ) with tears. 

The history in Genesis proves that 
the exposition of the text given above is 

19 





: a ied oe 
nw, TRG Dog CSE MEK EI a TEINS BRITE : ahs ae % salient 
c > Sete Se na tel Fel Sy 3 Cost cakcsig Gpdah bide Mela . oe a ss 
a * “ 
x4. ade ee re ve ers ie a“ — -_ Pe eee 
‘ ese dai \ss aul ah R bis ‘ z 
x sy . hai _— ae, “ . a n 
“ oo ’ ™ 2 eo ave oe me & : ' 


‘at ® 
artasetie Fo 


AL 
i 
i 
MM 


5 Fin Ste pe ane 2 ai halen LO loro: 











—— 





i46 The Fickleness of Fortuiie. 


the correct one. Esau could not pre- 
vail, with all his entreaties, and all his 
tears, upon his aged father to make him 
reverse what he had already done. J 
have blessed him, said he, yea, and he 
must be blessed: I cannot reverse it 
now. It is evident, that God designs 
Jacob to be the Lord of all, in prefer- 
ence to Esau: and so it must be. (See 
Gen. xxvii. where the history is given 
at length.) 

Before closing this article, one thing 
ought to be particularly noticed. It is 
this :— Nothing spoken here, nor in 
the history in Genesis, to which the 
apostle refers, concerns the eternal 
state of either of the two brothers.” 
The unfortunate use of the word “ re- 
pentance” in our version, has led to a 
very improper exposition of this text by 
some well-meaning, but, perhaps, mis- 
taken Christians. They have said that 
Esau was eternally reprobated, and 
could not find any place of repentance 
before God. ‘He had not such a sor- 
tow indeed,” says an old divine of the 
Calvinistic school, “as to bee dis- 
pleased with himselfe, and to repent, 
but had onely an amazement mixt with 
Spite, and disdaine.”* The incorrect- 
ness of such a rendering is shown above. 
But to cut short these netices :—It may 
be remarked, with Dr. A. Clarke, that 
‘the use made of the transaction by 
the apostle is of great importance:— 
Take heed lest, by apostatizing from 
the gospel, ye forfeit all right and tithe 
tothe heavenly birthright, and never 
again be able to retrieve it. Because, 
they who reject the gospel, reject the 
only means of salvation.” 

L. J. 


—_——_———— 
For the Christian Journat. 


The Fickleness of Fortune. 


** Out apor the world! say I, that its affairs 
ate administered so ill! ‘They talk of reform : 
—good heaven! what a reform would I make 
among the sons, and even the dunghters of 
men! Vown immediately shoukl go fools from 
the high places where misbegotten chance has 





* See “ Pious and Learned Annotations upon 
the Holy Bible: plainly expounding the most 
difficult places thereof. By that godly and 
famons divine, Mr. John Diodati, Minister of 
the ios N; now living at Geneva.” Ed. Lond. 
MAR. New Test. p. 386, 


[No. 3. 


perked them up, and through life should they 
skulk, ever haunted by their native insignifi- 
cance, as the body marches accompanied by its 
shadow.—.As for a much roore formidable elass, 
the knaves, | am ataloss what to do with them: 
—had I a world, there should not be a knave in 
it.” Burns’ Letters. Lett. XCVI. 


Tuenre is a struggle for eminence 
amongst men of all professions—an 
aim at enjoying by some means or other 
the smiles of fortune, and rewards of 
ambitious exertion. It is along ladder 
and a high; and sometimes difficult of 
ascent. Stilla few proud individuals 
gain its top, and sport for a season on 
the lofty eminence. The reverse, how- 
ever, comes, and all is changed :—in- 
stead of uninterrupted happiness and 
joy, misfortune arrives, and they find 
themselves at the bottom of the ladder 
ina much shorter time than it took 
them to reach the top. These are com- 
mon reflections; but peculiar circum~- 
stances and occurrences vften impress 
them more deeply on the mind. We 
cannot fail drawing useful lessons from 
the every-day transactions of life; and 
philosophy always has fresh charms, 
when it is the result of actual observa- 
tion and experience. 

It was on a February morning that J 
sallied forth to transact some business 
in Broadway. It had been snowing 
through the night previous; and the 
light flakes were yet descending to their 
rest on the bosom of our mother earth. 
I thought of various things, as, wrapped 
in my cloak, I trudged along on the un- 
swept side-walks. Ah, said [ to my- 
self, this snow is pure and unsullied ; 
and every drop that falls seems as the 
image of purity : but it will soon be de- 
filed by the tread of hundreds, who will 
trample upon it, regardless of its for- 
mer purity I could not help thinking 
of the parallel that might here be drawn 
with regard to multitudes of the charac- 
ters I met. How many persons did I 
see, who were once pure and unspotted 
like the virgin snow, now like it defiled 
and trodden down by every passenger! 
Then they lived amidst the endear- 
ments of social life, blessed with all 
that nature and fortune could bestow, 
basking in the smiles of family and 
friends, and admired and caressed by 
all around them. But now, by some 


fatal step, having burst in sunder those 
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endearments of social life, having for- 
feited their claim on the favours of na- 
ture and of fortune, withering under 
the frown of family and friends, exposed 
io the pity of the good, and the con- 
tempt of the bad, they have become lost 
to virtue—lost to all that exalts and dig- 
nifies human nature. Alas! said I, 
how miserable is our race! 

Such a train of thought led to many 
other reflections which cast a damp 
upon my feelings: and I pushed my 
way along the crowded street regard- 
less of the individuals I met. I should, 
perhaps, have continued for a long 
time in this mood of mind, had not I 
found my way suddenly obstructed by 
acrowd of people; whe were fixed te 
one spot. Lifting my eyes, and at the 
same time raising my hat, so as to open 
to myself a wider field for observation, 
I found the crowd were gazing at the 
various pictures exposed at the window 
of a print-shop. ‘The oddest conceit I 
observed (for I stapped also ta gaze 
with the multitude) was a coloured en- 
graving, entitled “ The Wheel of For- 
tune.” It wasa picture in which old 
Time (with his sickle and wings ac- 
cording to ancient hierogly phical repre- 
sentation) was turning an enormous 
wheel, on the circumference of which a 
variety of individuals were stationed. 
By the rotatory motion of the machine, 
each was represented as taking his ups 
and downs, while others were waiting 
below for their turns to come for as- 
cending the wheel. 

A pompous gentleman and a dis- 
tressed tradesman, an upstart dandy and 
a petty shoeblack, a female exquisite and 
a low washerwoman—all varieties of 
people were here represented as revolv- 
ing, and taking their turns at fortune or 
distress, and bearing, either sadly or 
cheerfully, the force and fulfilment of 
that just, although vulgar proverb— 
‘* Every dog has his day.” Many were 


pressing forward on the lower ground 


to ascend the sides of the wheel, anxi- 
ous to try how fortune would favour 
them ; while those who descended. from 
the wheel went off in another direction. 

To solemnize the picture, texts of 
Scripture were appended below :—the 
one from Job, “They are exalted for 
a little while but are gone and brought 
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low,” xxiv. 24—the other from first 
Samuel, “ The Lord maketli poor, and 
maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lift- 
eth up. He raiseth up the poor out of 
the dust, and lifteth the beggar from the 
dunghill, to set them among princes, 
and to make them inlierit the throne of 
gly ii. 7, 8. 

rue, thought J, true indeed. The 
picture spoke for itself; and the Serip- 
ture does indeed sanction its truth: for 
it is the Lord alone who “ puts down 
the mighty from their seats, and exalts 
them of low degree.’’* 

There was some connexion betiveen 
the train of thought now excited, and 
the one which had before occupied my 
mind—a change as to fortune and to 
fame, [I still dwelt upon it as I resumed 
my walk, Fortune, thought I, is as the 
ancients represented her, false and 
fickle as the wind. Honour, integrity 
—all the virtues that tend to elevate 
man above the rest of this earthly crea- 
tion, are, not unfrequently, passed by 
in the distribution of her favours. Dis- 
honour, knavery, and ail the vices that 
degrade the character of man, too gene- 
rally taste her dainties, and bask in hér 
smiles. The elevation of one to emi- 
nence and distinction, and the depres- 
sion of another to misery and worldly 
disgrace, too often depend on the 
slightest af causes, And where inné- 
cence should have received the palm of 
honour, and the reward of justice, we 
frequently find that guilt usurps its lau- 
rels, and carries away its well-deserved 
meed. The smiles of the frowns of 
fortune are not the just criterion of 
mental or moral worth: nor should her 
caresses so often prove, as they unfor- 
tunately do, the basis upon which men 
found their estimate of human charae- 
ter.t Alas! affluence and wealth arc 
not apportioned alike to all. Perhaps 
it is better that it is so than otherwise. 
These adventitious appendages are lia- 
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* Luke i. 52. 
¢ Juvenal, in his severe, yet humorous style, 
thus speaks of the fickleness of fortune— 


Si FORTUNA volet, fies de Rhetore Consntl: 


Si volet hec eadem, fies de Consule Rhetor. 
Sat. VIL. 197. 


FORTUNE is all: she, as the fancy springs, 


Makes kings of pedants, and of pc dants kings, 
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ble to many changes. To-day one may 
rise to honour and renown—to-morrow 
he may sink into disgrace and contempt. 
Wealth may to-day be his lot—to-mor- 
row poverty. And though toil and ex- 
ertion be used, yet unexpected circum- 
stances may frustrate the most promis- 
ing designs, and blast the fairest hopes, 
leaving the wretch who sought for 
glory, for wealth, and for distinction, to 
weep and die unknown, and unlament- 


ed. Well has it been said by Gray— 


“ Ambition this shall tempt to rise, 

“ Then whirl the wreteh from high, 
** To bitter scorn a sacrifice, 

** And grinning infamy.”* 


These were common reflections, and 
such as are every day excited in the 
mind. But yet I could not refrain from 
indulging in them. 

I continued my walk in a sort of sul- 
Jen silence induced by my feelings at 
the time. Arrived at my place of des- 
tination, I soon transacted my business ; 
and, again urging my way through the 
crowd of passengers, sought my own 
solitary chamber. Here I was left to 
myself to indulge in such thoughts on 
human misery, and the changes in hu- 
man fortune, as well became the state 
of my feelings at the time. Iappy, said 
¥, is the Christian, who, “ amidst all 
the changes and chances of this mortal 
life,” rests contented with his lot. 
Knowing that “ time and chance hap- 
peneth alike unto all,” he placeth not 
his hopes on earthly objects. He looks 
forward “toa city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God.” 

I. K. 





For the Christian Journal. 


Remarks on the word ANGEL, as it 
occurs in some passages of the Pen- 
tateuch. 


Tue revelations of the will of God, 
under the Old Testament dispensation, 
were made in various ways. At one 
time, natural agents were employed to 
evince his presence, and declare his 
power; he was recognized in the roll- 
ing thunder—the flashing lightning— 
the receding waters, and the overwhelm- 





—_—~— 


* Ode on a distant prospect of Fton Cclleze. 


[No. 54 


ing floods. At another time, “ a voice 
more than human” proceeded from the 
cloud of fireand smoke which enveloped 
the Divine Majesty. Again, he was 
heard in the visions of the night, when 
the “ still small voice” sounded in the 
ear. But that mode of appearance 
which is most singular and interesting, 
and which has excited most controversy 
and examination, is that which was per- 
formed by the ministration of an angel. 
To a short consideration, therefore, 01 
a few passages relating to this subject, 
I would now call the attention of the 
reader. 

Every one who has read the Holy 
Scriptures, must have observed, that in 
the Old Testament, and especially in 
the Pentateuch, the word angel seems 
often to be taken in an unusual accepta- 
tion, and to imply something more than 
the minister or messenger of God. In 
numerous instances, instead of standing 
for a mere substitute or representative, 
it appropriates the attributes, and even 
the name of Jehovah. That sacred 
appellation, which the Jews in after 
ages considered as too awful to be utter- 
ed, is applied fully and unreservedly to 
HIM who is elsewhere called “ Angel 
of the Lord”—“ Redeeming Angel”— 
“ Angel of the Presence,” or “ Mes- 
senger of the Covenant.” By this au- 
gust character, ushered in with these 
magnificent titles, the commands of 
God were made known, his supremacy 
asserted, and his power exemplified. 
This mode of appearance differs from 
the rest, inasmuch as in these instances 
a visible agent stands before the patri- 
archs, dispensing rewards and punish- 
ments, and receiving homage and devo- 
tion. A heavenly visitant appears to 
them in human form, but exercising 
power divine. The holy patriarchs 
bend in reverence—fall down before 
him—invoke, and supplicate him. 

Ail this is sufficiently evident from 
the sacred narrative. In the 16th chap- 
ter of Genesis, where the ill treatment 
and flight of Hagar are detailed, the 
“ angel of the Lord” is represented as 
finding her by a fountain of water in 
the wilderness. Speaking, as it would 
seem, immediately from himself, he ad- 
vertises her of the fate of her posterity, 
and at the same time assures her of his 
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favour and protection... “ I will multi- 
ply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall 
not be numbered for multitude.” Mo- 
ses himself, also, designates the angel 
by the title Jehovah ; for he says, “ She 
called the name of the LORD that 
spake unto her, Thou, God, seest me.” 
« Wherefore (he continues) the well 
was called Beer-Lahai-roi, 7. e. the well 
of the Living One that looked upon 
me.” 

In the beginning of the 18th chapter, 

it is said, “The LORD appeared unto 
Abraham in the plains of Mamre.” 
And the historian goes on to relate, that 
he appeared under the semblance of an 
“ angel,” accompanied by two of the 
heavenly host.* ‘The LORD acquaints 
Abraham with the terrible visitation 
which was hanging over Sodom and 
Gomorrha, because of the greatness of 
their cry, and the enormity of their 
wickedness. The patriarch humbly en- 
treats God to spare them in his mercy, 
and appeals to him as “ the Judge of 
all the earth,’ who would by no means 
“ slay the righteous with the wicked,” 
hut render impartial justice to all. He 
expresses himself with the deepest re- 
verence, humility, and awe, in the au- 
gust presence of Jehovah; “ Behold, 
now, Ihave taken upon me to speak 
unto the Lord, who am but dust and 
ashes!” Every thing evinces the im- 
mediate presence of God, and totally 
excludes the supposition of an inferior 
being. 
In the 22d chapter, which contains 
the account of the patriarch’s singular 
trial, and extraordinary faith, the me- 
lancholy catastrophe of an only son cut 
off in the morning of life by the hand 
of an aged and affectionate parent, is 
suddenly prevented by a voice from 
heaven, * The angel of the Lord” 
called unto him out of heaven, and 
said, Abraham! Abraham! And he 
said, HereamI. And he said, Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him; for now I 
know that thou fearest God, seeing 
thou hast net withheld thy son, thine 
only son-frofn me. 





* Gen. xviii. 2. There called “three men ;” 
but in Heb. xiii. 2, where a reference to this 
place seems intended, they are termed an- 

nalts 
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In chapter 52d, the “ angel” who 
wrestled with Jacob, convinced the pa- 
triarch, by atouch, that he prevailed 
only through the sufferance of the Al- 
mighty: “ As a prince hast thou power 
with God and with men, and hast pre- 
vailed.””?, Or, more properly, “ Thou 
hast had power with God—with man 
thou shalt also prevail.” And Jacob 
“called the name of the place Peniel; 
for (says he) I have seen God face te 
face, and my life is preserved.” 

In chapter 48th, verses 15 and 16, 
Jacob pronounces a remarkable bene- 
diction on Joseph’s sons: “* And he 
blessed Joseph, and said, God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 
did walk, the God which fed me all my 
life long unto this day; the ‘ angel’ 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless 
the lad!” To whom can this refer so 
naturally as to him who had blessed 
and strengthened him at Peniel—who 
had directed the footsteps, and been 
the refuge and support of his fathers in 
time of trouble and distress ? That the 
patriarch would invoke a ercated being 
on this, or any other occasion, seems 
unlikely. His views were evidently 
fixed on the Lord his Redeemer ; his 
hopes were founded on the “ Rock of 
his salvation.” 

In the 23d chapter of Exod. 21st and 
22d verses, it is written, “ Behold, I 
send an ‘angel’ before thee to keep 
thee in the way, and to bring thee into 
the place which I have prepared. Be- 
ware of him, and obey his voice, pro- 
voke him not, for he will not pardon 
your transgressions; for my name is in 
him.” ‘These words were pronounced 
by God himself, and contain a clear de- 
finition of a highly exalted and fearful 
Being; of a Being in whom reside the 
name, the majesty, and attributes of 
Jehovah. ‘The mighty acts of pardon 
and grace are committed to him—his 
favour must be propitiated by obedi- 
ence—’tis terrible to incur his ven- 
geance, for— the name of Jehovah: is 
in him.” 

In these, and other examples which 
might be adduced, it is evident that the 
“angel” alluded to is something more 
than a created being. Qualities are 
ascribed to him infinitely above every 
thing human, and incompatible with 
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any thing derived. Indeed, that Al- 
mighty power and wisdom—the acts of 
pardon, grace, and protection—could 
be predicated of any other than God, 
it would be absurd to affirm. From 
these considerations, many have been 
led to conclude, that in the Old dispen- 
sation, as well as in the New, the 
agency of an Almighty Saviour is dis- 
coverable. Dr. Clarke, in his com- 
mentary, observes, that “ in all transac- 
tions between God and man mentioned 
in the sacred writings, we see one uni- 
form agency. ‘The great Mediator in 
all, and through all; God ever coming 
to man by him, and man having access 
to God through him.”* Whether this 
opinion, expressed in so unlimited a 
manner, is altogether correct, is not 
now the subject of inquiry. But if the 
passages already adduced have been 
rightly interpreted, there can be little 
doubt of the sustaining and invigorating 
agency of the Saviour under the old 
dispensation. Christ is “ Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, 
the first and the last.” No man 
(saith our Lord himself) hath seen God 
at any time; the only begotten Son 
which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him.” 

This opinion, however, has been 
strenuously opposed by many learned 
and ingenious critics, who deny the ne- 
cessity of resorting to any such exposi- 
tion of the phrases adduced. hat 
God should divest himself of his hea- 
venly glory, and appear in mortal 
shape—that he should hold familiar 
intercourse and communion with his 
creatures—reveal to them his counsels, 
and forewarn them of his judgments, 
would appear to these men too great a 
degradation of the Divine nature—too 
humiliating a condescension to obtain 
belief. But the candid inquirer needs 
only to examine their arguments in or- 
der to perceive their futility. The an- 
gel (say they) sustains the part of God, 
as an actor in a play that of the cha- 
racter he personates. Acting as the 
messenger and substitute of Jehovah, 





* On Gen. xvi. the same opinion has been 
held by many learned Christians, from the times 
of the tathers to the present period. See Simp- 
son’s “* Plea for the Deity of Jesus”” Part ui. 
sect. 7 
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he is designated by his name, and 
clothed with his attributes. He meets, 
therefore, with the same consideration 
and respect which are due to the Being 
whose character he sustains.*—But 
this, lanswer, is byno means uniformly 
the case. The two angels who came 
to Lot in Sodom, said plainly, “ the 
Lord hath sent us.”+ The angel, also, 
that appeared to Zacharias in the tem- 
ple, said, “ fam Gabriel, that stand 
in the presence of God; and am sent 
to speak unto thee.”t Besides, Hagar 
seems to have addressed the “ angel” 
inthe way of worship; and Jacob, also, 
at Peniel, as the prophet Hosea at- 
tests—“ He took his brother by the 
heel in the womb, and by his strength 
he had power with God; yea, he had 
power aver the “angel,” and prevail- 
ed; he wept and made supplication 
unto him: he found him in Bethel, and 
there hespake with us; even the Lord 
God of hosts; the Lord is his memo- 
rial.”§ In the Sth chapter of Joshua, 
we read, that “when Joshua was by 
Jericho, he lifted up his eyes, and look- 
ed, and behold, there stood a man over 
against him with his sword drawn in 
his hand, and Joshua went unto him, 
and said unto him, Art thou for us, or 
for our adversaries? And he said, 
Nay; but as Captain of the host of the 
Lord am I now come. And Joshua 
fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worship, and said unto him, What saith 
my Lord unto his servant ?” 

Nov, it is alleged, that in these in- 
stances divine worship was paid, not 
to the “ angel” himself, but tothat Be- 
ing whose Representative he was. It 
matters not (says Le Clerc) whether 
God addresses his people immediately 
from himself, or by a heavenly messen- 
ger, since, in either case, their homage 
is naturally directed to him who is the 
Creator and Governor of the universe. 
— But on this principle it will be diffi- 
cult to explain, why, on the one hand,. 


Joshua’s worship was accepted; and, 


on the other, St. John’s rejected, as re- 
corded in the Revelations— And k 
John saw these things and heard them. 





* See Le Clere on Gen. xvi. 13. 
Gen. xix. 13. 
Hosea xii. 3, 4, 5. 


+ Luke i. 19 
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And when I had heard and seen, I fell 
down to worship before the feet of the 
angel which shewed me these things. 
Then saith he unto me, See thou do it 
not; for Iam thy fellow servant, and 
of thy brethren the prophets, and of 
them which keep the sayings of this 
Boek. Worship God.”* Indeed,this 
passage alone is fully sufficient to over- 
throw the adversary’s argument. For 
though the angel evidently acts as the 
ambassador of Jesus, assumes his cha- 
racter, aud speaks in his name, yet he 
immediately and wholly rejects the in- 
tended homage of the apostle, and di- 
rects it to that glorious Being to whom 
alone it is due. 

Further—In the manifestations of 
himself which he has vouchsafed to 
the world, the Almighty has ever 
veiled in mystery the nature of his ex- 
istence. When Moses, urged by the 
desire of knowing God by his real 
name, and perhaps influenced, in some 
measure by curiosity, asks by what 
title he should proclaim him to the 
Israelites, he receives for answer, “ I Am. 
hath sent you. The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, hath sent you: this is my 
name for ever, and this is my memorial 
unto all generations.”+—The same pe- 
culiarity is observable in these appear- 
ances. When Jacob asked the “ An- 
gel” who wrestled with him at Peniel, 
“ Tell me, f pray thee, thy name :” he 
said, “ Wherefore is it that thou dost 
ask after my name?”t 2. e. My actions 
sufficiently declare who Iam. When 
ithe “ angel of the Lord” appeared unto 
Manoah and his wife, to apprise them 
of the birth of Samson, and of the edu- 
cation it behoved him to receive, Ma- 
noah said unto him, “ What is thy 
name, that when thy sayings come to 
pass we may do thee honour?” The 
angel of the Lord said unto him, “ Why 
askest thou thus after my name, seeing 
it is secret.” 

The language of the New Testament, 
though containing nothing direct on 
this point, yet furnishes sufficient gene- 
ral confirmation of the doctrine. “ Veri- 
ly, verily, I say unto you, (says our 





* Rey, xxii. 8, 9. 
t Gen, xxxil. 29. 


+ Exod. iii. 14, 15. 
§ Judges xili. 17, 18, 
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Lord,) before Abraham was, I am.”* 
The apostle speaks of him as “ the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever.”+ He is represented as the door 
of communication between the Father 
and his creatures{—as the giver of gifts 
unto men—as the judge of the uni- 
verse.§ “No man hath seen God at 
any time; the only begotten Sen, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him.” 

It is evident, therefore, that the “ an- 
gel” referred to was no created being, 
but—Jehovah himself. It was he of 
whom “all the prophets, and the law 
prophesied until John.” It was he of 
whom the prophet Malachi spoke— 
*¢ Behold I will send my messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before me; 
and the Lord whom ye seek shall sud- 
denly come to his temple, even the 
“ Messenger of the Covenant” whom ye 
delight in.”|| It was he who was em- 
phatically styled by the LXX. Ayyero; 
Mryadns Bovans, the Angel of the Great 
Counsel, or desiga—the Redemption, 
and Salvation of man. It was he to 
whom the prophet alluded, when speak- 
ing of the loving-kindness and mercy 
of God towards Israel—“ In all their 
afflictions he was afflicted, and the ¢ An- 
gel of his Presence’ saved them.” ** 

Xx, 


—_——_— 





The following has been forwarded for publica: 
tion in the Christian Journal by a distant 
correspondent. 

Questions to be maturely weighed by a 


young man concerning the clerical 
profession. 


1st. Is there any office in which we 
can render more lasting and substan- 
tial service to our fellow men, or more 





* John viii, 58. 

+ John xiv. 6. § John v. 22. 

H hy iii. 1. *| Isa. laiii. 9, 

** Eusebius says, “the First-begotte 
Pre-existent Wislam of Ged, wal the —_ 
W ord that was in the beginning with God, out 
ot his superabundant loving-kindness unto man 
appeared sometimes by visions of angels to the 
inhabitants on earth, and sometimes by Aimse/ 
us the saving power of God, unto some of the 
ancients that were beloved of God, in no other 
form or figure than that of man; for otherwise 
it could not have been.”—Ecel. Hist. L. i. C, ji 
And Dr. Lowth, on Isa. vi. 1, asserts, that this 
was the unaniucts sense of the ancient church. 
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advance the glory of God? Should 
not the good of society and the glory of 
God influence us in the choice of a pro- 
fession ? 

Is there any office, however splendid 
or lucrative, of greater real dignity than 
that of God’s embassador ? 

Is there any office which affords more 
and higher prospects of true happiness 
in this world? 

Is there any office whieh affords as 
many incitements to piety, as many 
helps and facilities in the work of salva- 
tion, or a more comfortable prospect of 
future glory and reward? 

Does it require the relinquishment of 
any habit or indulgence necessary to 
the highest earthly enjoyment ? 

Are not multitudes in the world, pos- 
sessed of ability to serve God in the 
work of the ministry, prevented by the 
love of ease, or of pleasure, or of profit, 
or of distinction ? 

While it is admitted that much may 
be done in every condition of life, for 
the spiritual benefit of men, and the 
glory of God, by zeal, ability, and 
piety, can as much be done in any other 
ior these ends as in the ministry ? 

2d. Is not every man, when he is 
sent into the world, endowed with ra- 
tional and bodily powers of ordinary 
excellence—is he not called and com- 
manded, not only to work out his own 
salvation, but to assist others to the ut- 
most extent of his ability ? 

‘The age of miracles being long since 
terminated, have we a right to expecta 
supernatural designation to the sacred 
office—or any thing more than circum- 
stances and dispositions providentially 
tavourable, or not providentially unta- 
vourable ? 

Are we not bound to use our own en- 
deavours to remove obstacles, and sup- 
port inconveniences tn this cause, as 
well as in any other? 

Does not the fact that there are 
many whole congregations going astray 
‘rom the way of life, rendering no wor- 
ship to their Maker, ignorant of their 
danger, their wants, their privileges, 
and their Saviour, and in the broad 
road to destruction, who might, by the 
blessing of God, through the exertions 
of a pious minister, be rescued from 

vice und miscrv, and be led to the in- 
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heritance of eternal glory—does net 
this fuct constitute a call, and the most 
powertul call—a call from Jesus Christ, 
upon young men of pious dispositions 
and ordinary talents, to engage in the 
work of the ministry ? 

Will not this call continue to be thus 
providentially addressed to such per- 
sons, so long as there remain any flocks 
without a shepherd, or in danger of be- 
ing in that state ? 

3d. Is it not very often the case, 
that the greatest good is rendered to the 
cause of religion, and the souls of men, 
by persons certainly not possessed of 
singular abilities ? 

Do not the promises of Jesus Christ 
—[T am with you always even to the 
end of the world”—* my grace is suffi- 
cient for you”—furnish every good 
man with just groands of confidence in 
this respect ? 

Is it not as much, and even ina 
greater degree, our duty to rely upon 
the sufficiency of grace tor the work of 
the ministry, than in the work of indi- 
vidual salvation? 

Do not the solemn and unequivocal 
promises made to persevering prayer, 
through the intercession of Christ, ex- 
tend to prayers offered up for ability to 
glorify God by advancing the salvation 
of souls? 

4th. Have you not ordinary talents ? 

Have you not pious dispositions ? 

Do you not love Christ ? 

Do you not love the souls of men? 

Is not his Almighty grace promised 
to you ? 

Is not his Almighty grace sufficient 
for you? 

Has not his providence afforded you 
the means, or the prospect and assur- 
ance of means to enable you for the 
work ? 

Would not the efforts used for your 
worldly establishment in some other 
manner, succeed in accomplishing this ? 

Are not souls now perishing, which, 
by the blessing of God, you could be in- 
strumental in saving ? 

Will you hear Christ call in vain ? 

Shall they perish ? 

Before you deliberately weigh these 
considerations, invoke on your knees 
the guidance and overruling power of 
the Holy Spirit 
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From the Christian Remembrancer, for 
January, 1825. 


Death of the Bishop of Calcutta. 


Most melancholy is the duty which we have 
to discharge, iv announeing the. death of this 
apostolic prelate. Early in the last month the 
fatal tidings were received, and the impression 
which they have made upon every pious and 
thinking mind, is such as never will be effaced. 
In Bishop Middleton, the Church of England 
bas lost an able and affectionate son, and the 
Church of India a founder anda father. But 
while we bow in submission to the afflicting 
hand of God, we have yet the consolation 
grantec us to gather round his tomb, to dwell 
upon his holy memory, and to record his la- 
vorious and Christian life: 

His futher was a clergyman of the Church of 
England, the incumbent of Keddleston, near 
Derby; under whose roof he imbibed those 
principles of early piety, which were after- 
wards so singularly conspicuous in his whole 
character and conduct. He received his educa- 


-tion at Christ’s Hospital; and, in consequence 


af his exemplary behaviour and his classical at- 
tainments, he obtained a seholarship from the 
trustees of that seminary, and was entered at 
Pembroke College, Cambridge. He proceeded 
to his Batchelor’s degree in 1792, and to his 
Master’s in 1795. On enteting holy orders, he 
undertook the laborious cursaey of Gainsbo- 
rough. Here it was that he formed a matri- 
monial connexion with one of the daughters of 
John Maddison, esq. a connexion which he re- 
peatedly declared tohave been the greatest bless- 
ing of his life. By his eminent scholarship, 
and devoted attention to his pastoral charge, he 
attracted the attention of the Bishop ot Lin- 
coln, and of his brother, Dr. Pretyman. The 
sons of the latter were intrusted to his care, 
and with them he went to Norwich. In this 
city he resided several years, and was held in 
high estimation, both as a preacher and a man. 

ring his residence here he completed his ce- 
tebrated work upon the doctrine of the Greek 
Article; a work which will ever be considered 
as a text-book in that department of Greek li- 
terature. He was afterwards presented by the 
Bishop of Lincoln to the livings of Tansor and 
of Bytham, in Northamptonshire ; on the for- 
mer of which he constantly resided. In this 
state of comparative seclusion his mind was not 
inactive, though he often panted for a wider 
tield of Christian exertion. Little did he then 
think that he would hereafter exchange the 
dull river which erept before his door for the 
mighty Ganges, and that in this little village he 
was laying im those stores of theological learn- 
ing and experience, which were afterwards to 
be displayed with so much histre in the king- 
doms of the East. From this retirement he 
was suddenly culled in 1812, when he was 
presented, by his former patron, to the vicar- 
age of St. Pancras, and to the archdeaconry of 
!luntingdon. From this moment he entered 
into public life. His labours in the vast and im- 
portant parish in which he was placed were 
uncessing ; into every design which might pro- 
mote the growth of religion and piety, he en- 
tered with an ardent and indefatigable activity. 
Phough disappointed in his immediate efforts 
to build an additional chureh for his numerous 
and increasing parishioners, he was yet en- 
abled so to prepare and digest the plan, as to 
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leave it sn easy task for his excellent successor 
to accomplish. 

During his residence in London, he connect- 
ed himself closely with the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, he entered warm- 
ly into all their designs, and gave much of his 
valuable time arid attention to their objects. In 
the year 1813, he was appointed to deliver a 
public charge to the Rev. M. Jacobi, one of the 
missionaries of that society to the East. The 
impressive manner in which he discharged this 
duty will never be forgotten by those who were 
fortunate enough to be present; the charge 
was afterwards printed, and much admired, as 
the first-fruits of those thoughts and powers 
which had already been directed to the great 
theatwe of action upon which he was so soon 
destined himself to appear. What imparts an 
additional interest to the memory of this trans- 
action is, that both he who gave, and he who 
received the exhortation, are now both gone to 
their reward. The young and amiable Jacobi 
soon fell a victim to the climate, and too soon 
after him has his venerable pastor entered into 
his rest. 

Nor did he neglect the duties of his archdea- 
conry ; his charge to the clergy under his juris- 
diction will long be admired for the just and 
able views which it presents of subjects the 
most important to his clerical brethren. These 
preferments he held for scarcely two years ; 
for in 1814 he was selected as the fittest man 
so fill the newly established See of Calcutta. 
Farnestly dissuaded, as he was, from accepting 
this high but perilous dignity, he paused, and 
after some consideration sent in a decided re- 
fussl. Upon a repetition of the offer, his mind 
was much agitated; it appeared to him that 
Providence had called him to the arduous sta- 
tion: he dreaded the responsibility which would 
attend its rejection, and ander these impres- 
sions, he was content to sacrifice his comforts, 
his connexions, and his country. He went out, 
not knowing whither he went—not knowing, 
whether from the regions to which he was 
hastening, he should ever be permitted to re- 
turn. Often did the friends, whom he best 
loved, urge him to consitler the dangers which 
awaited him, and to relinquish so hazardous a 
post; but he resisted all their solicitations, and 
resolutely closed his eyes upon every prospect, 
but that which his duty to heaven appeared to 
unfold. In the May of 1814, he was conse- 
crated Bishop of Caleutta; in the following 
month he embarked at Portsmouth on board 
the Warren Hastings, and in November he ar- 
rived at his high destination. 

In this short outline of his life and character, 
it would be impossible for us to enter into any 
detailed account of his active and unwearied 
course. It will be sufficient for us at present 
to say, that of his exertions in the sacred cause, 
the British public ean form no adequate notion. 
The fatigue beth of body and mind which he 
underwent, and the difficulties by which he was 
harrassed, are more than our imaginations at 
home can readily conceive. The time will 
shortly come, as we have reason to hope, when 
the public will be put in possession of a full and 
accurate account both of his labours and of his 
designs. It is an account to the appearance ot 
which we shall all look with intense anxiety and 
interest. The history of his episeopal acts and 
ministry, the journal of his long and laborious 
visitations, the researches which he made into 
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the history of the ancient churches in the East, 
the development of his comprehensive views 
in the propagation of the gospel, will, together, 
form a volume, the publication of which will 
eonstitute an 2ra in ecelesiastical literature. 
We wre happy to hear that he has left behind 
him such numerous papers, and such ample 
documents, that nothing will be wanting to ef- 
fect this important purpose. 

Among the objects to which his attention 
was particularly directed, we must notice his 
desire to increase the number and efficiency of 
the chaplains ia Tndia, and to previde churches 
for the aceommedation of the European resi- 
dents. He reeurred to eaeh of these points in 
his several charges; and but a short time before 
his death, he congratulated his brethren upon 
ithe partial success which had attended .his ef- 
forts and representations. It was his wish, 
however, that more should be accomplished ; 
and he considered the spiritual interests of the 
British population as standing in want of still 
further attention and support. 

The foundation of a mission eolleze by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, wes undertaken at his express 
recommendation, and he watched with the 
diveliest interest over its rising prospects. The 
measures adopted by Bishop Middleton, for in- 
suring its completion, will enable others to wit- 
ness the establishment of Protestant Episcopal 
Missions in the Exst, upon a firm and adequate 
basis. When Bishop’s College shall have been 
brought into effective operation, the world will 
then be enabled duly to appreciate the merit of 
its founder, 

His death may be attributed to his zealous ex- 
ertions in support of this great andertaking. 
On ‘Tuesday, the 2d of June, 1822, he paid a 
visit to the college, which is distant about five 
miles from Caleutta. Here he appeared in the 
full possession of his usual health and spirits. 
Soon after he felt one of those strokes of the 
sun which are so common in an Indian climate. 
A severe head-ache came on; but, though he 
was persuaded to take some strong medicines, 
he would not suffer any physician to be called 
in- He seemed from the first to labour under 
the irritation which arose from the weight of 
business pressing upon him, and, on that very 
account, he was the more anxiousto work night 
and day to «ecomplish what he had in hand. 
Accordingly, the next day, he sat at his desk 
eight hours, answering various papers; during 
which time the disease was making rapid in- 
roals wpon his frame. At night he sllowed a 
physician to be sent for, who pronounced him 
to be in the most imminent danger. On Sun- 
day, by his own express desire, he was prayed 
for by his congregation, at the cathedral. On 
the evening of Monday, the physician left him 
under the impression that he was decidedly 
better. He had not, however, been long gone, 
when the bishop was aguin seized with a violent 
pavoxysm of fever; he walked about in great 
agitauon; soon afterwards, his strength gave 
way, the final scene eame rapidly on—and at 
eleven he ceased to breathe. 

Thus fell this great and good prelate, in the 
high career of his holy exertions; and by his 
death he has left a void in the Christian world, 
“which few men ean be found worthy to fill. 

In no man was there a more singular union 
of all those various qualities, whieh were each 
so essential to the suecess of the first Indian 
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prelate. His mind was naturally ardent.and 
excursivé, but it was always under the control 
of the most disciplined and calculating disere- 
tion. He had a masculine and a practical un- 
derstanding ; he rapidly conceived the most 
extensive plans, and would digest with facility 
even their most cireumstantial details: but he 
never anticipated their season, or hurried their 
execution; he waited with patience, till in the 
course of passing events 2 favourable opporta- 
nity should arise, and when at last it presented 
itself, he marked it with decision, and he 
seized it with effect. So singulur mdeed was 
his judgment, that amidst the various difficul- 
ties with which he was daily and hourly doomed 
to contend, he never made a step which he was 
afterwards obliged to recall. 

His talents and attainments were of a supe- 
rior order; he was a sound and accurate scho- 
lar; and, in the prose department of Greek 
literature, he was perhaps without a rival. 
His conversation was vigorous, sometimes even 
playful; his style was luminous aad forcible, not 
abounding in imagery, but rising perpetually 
into a manly and a chastened eloquence. As 
a preacher he ws powerful and convincing, 
his mind was theological, and his expressions 
scriptural. 

The leading points, however, i his charaé- 
ter, which threw a clearness and a brillianey 
over every other, were the singleness of his 
views, and the simplicity of his heart. In the 
course of his Indian career he had but one ob- 
ject—the advancement of the cause of Chris- 
tianity in the East—to that he dedicated his 
days and his nights, his hopes and his fears, his 
money and his influence. Labours so disin- 
terested, and services so pure, were not re- 
jected—the blessing of the Almighty was upon 
them—and the work of the gospel prospered 
in his hand. The preywdices with which at his 
outset he was overpowered on every side, were 
rapidly giving way; and during his short resi- 
dence among them, more was done by his 
single instrumentality to prepare the way for 
the conversion of the heathen, than during the 
whole previous period of the British dominion 
in the East. 

His notions of duty were strict and severe 
He was incapable of casaistry or of excuse; he 
knew no middle line between right and wrong, 
truth and falsehood, exertion and neglect. With 
an income far below the necessary expenses of 
his station, he stinted only hisown comforts and 
himself. To the call of liberality or of charity 
he wus always open, even to his own distress; 
insomuch, that after eight years residence in 
Indi», his savings will be found to amount to 
nothing. 

The admiration of his personal character in 
the East was universal; and this admiration 
was the more valuable, as it was purchased by 
no sacrifice either of duty or otf principle— 
Never in the slightest degree woukl he con- 
descend to court popularity : he conducted him- 
self with a conscious and «a commanding dignity, 
and never would he resign any right or privi- 
lege which was attached to his station, although 
he might have converted the resignation into-2 
source of private favour or personal interest. 
It was his aim to lay the foundation of the In- 
dian Church deep in the rock, and to cement 
them with so much anxiety and caution, as te 
make the future erection of a superstructure @ 
rapid and an easy fusk: He was, indeed, 2 
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Master-builder in the Temple of Christ; he 
built for strength, not for show ; for others, not 
for himself. 

His remains were interred on the evening of 
the 11th of June, within the walls of his own 
cathedral, with all the solemnity due to his cha- 
racter and station. In ¢rdaining that his ashes 
should rest in the land of his high and holy ex- 
ertiins, Providence would almost appear to 
have placed his heavenly mark upon their 
worth. , 

He has left no chiidren behind him to lament 

his loss; but in the person of his widow, he has 
left a sacred legacy to his country—a legacy 
that, we trust, will be accepted and cherished. 
Of this amiable and excellent woman the bi- 
shop, in a private letter, spoke in the following 
affecting words—“ Mrs. Middleton is nearly all 
that I have to rest upon in India, particeps om- 
nium conciliorum meorum, et pro viribus ad- 
jutrix.” ae 

Dear is the name of this great and good man, 
to those that knew him best and loved him 
most; and precious will his memory be in the 
sight of those whose hearts are engaged in the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom upon 
earth.— His body is buried in peace, but his 
name liveth for evermore.” Millions and mil- 
lions of those who shall hereafter be added to 
the Church of Christ in the regions of the 
Hiast, shall bless in pious gratitude the memory 
of him, who was the first and great instrument 
of the Almighty in their conversion; and 
among them shall his name be had in hanour, 
till time itself shall be no more. 

If there be in heayen, as we believe in hum- 
ble confidence that there js, an exalted lot for 
those apostolic men, who have sacrificed every 
tie of kindred and of country to the call of hea- 
ven, and have gone forth to plant the Church 
of Christ in distant lands; among these holy 
spirits shall the great founder of the Indian 
Church be numbered for ever, and, in the pre- 
sence of the Redeemer, enjoy with them the 
consummation of his everlasting reward. 


BARTLETT’S BUILDINGS, 
" ~" 460k Dec. 1822. . 


At a numerous and highly respectable meet- 
ng of members of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, convened for the purpose 
of considering what measures it might be pro- 
per for the society to adopt, on occasion of the 
tamented death of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta : 


The Right Rev. the LORD BISHOP OF 
LONDON in the chair, (in the unavoidabl 
absence of his grace the president.) 


The following resolutions were unanimous} 
eed to: * 

“That this board baving received, with feel- 
ings of the deepest regret, intelligence of the 
death of the Right Rev. Thomas Fanshawe 
Middleton, D. D. Lord Bishop of Calcutta, do 
sincerely deplore the sudden terminstion of 
that long and intimate connexion which sub- 
sisted between his lordship and the society. 

_ “That this board feel it their duty thus pub- 
licly to express their lively sense of that rare 
union of wisdom, activity, and firmness, which 
marked the character of the late Lord Bishop 
of Caleutta, and qualified him, in an eminent 
degree, to accomplish the arduous ‘undertaking 
of establishing in the Rast a branch of the apos- 
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tolical Church of England; an undertaking, 
which, under his prudent and energetic ma- 
nagement, was in the most promising state of 
advancement; but the completion of which, 
under the Divine Blessing, must be looked for 
from a similar combination of talent and piety 
in thase who may hereafter be called to the ex- 
ercise of episcopal functions in India. 

“That this board, recollecting the solemn 
and affecting address, in which the bishop, upon 
the eve of his departure for India, took leave of 
the society, and adverting to the pledge which 
he then gave of promoting to the utmost of his 
power the objects of the society, within the 
sphere of his spiritual influence, are desirous of 
expressing their grateful sense of the zealous 
and efféctual manner in which that pledge has 
been redeemed. 

** That with a view to a more durable ex- 
pression of the esteem and regret of this board, 
measures be taken for the erection of a Monu- 
ment to the memory of the late Lord Bishop 
of Calcutta, in the cathedral church of St. 
Paul; the expense to be defrayed by the indi- 
vidual subscriptions af members of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge; and that 
books be forthwith opened at the saciety’s 
office, and with the secretaries of the diocesan 
and district committees, for receiving the names 
of subscribers. 

** That this board feel a melancholy satisfac. 
tion in adopting a suggestion made by the late 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, in his last letter to the 
society, relative to the foundation of five scho- 
jarships in the Missjon College at Calcutta ; and 
accordingly agree to place the sum of 6000/. at 
the disposal of the Society for the Propagatian 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for the purpose 
of endowing five scholarships, besides affording 
a'salary for a Tamul teacher, in the said col- 
lege, with such reference to the sons of the so- 
ciety’s missionaries as the statutes of the college 
may allow; and that this board, anxious thaz 
the piety and zeal of the late Lord Bishop of 


Calcutta should be honoured with an appropri- 


ate memorial in the country where they were 


most conspicuously and beneficially displayed, 
do recommend, hat the said scholarships be 


founded, and henceforth called by the name of 


Bishop Middleton’s Scholarships. 
“That this board, having a well grounded 
confidence, that the Venerable Archdeacen 


Loring will, during the vacancy in the See of 


Caleutta, use his best endeavours to prompte 
the several important designs for the advance- 
ment of Christian knowledge in the East, which 
oceupied so large a portion of the late Lord Bi- 
shop’s time and solicitude, do invite the arch- 
deacon to enter into correspondence with the 
society ; and do assure him, that any sugges- 
tions which he may think proper to offer, in 
furtherance of those designs, will obtain the so- 
ciety’s most favourable consideration. 

’ © That, as a mark of the high esteem enter- 
tained by this board for the character and vir- 
tues.of the widow of the late Lord Bishop of 
Calcutta, a copy of the resolutions adopted at 
this special general meeting of the socicty, 
handsomely written on vellum, be presented to 
Mrs. Middleton immediately after her arrival 
in England. 

“That a committee, consisting of nine mem- 
bers of the society, viz—His Grace the Lant 
Archbishop of Canterbury, (president,) the 
Right Rev, the Lord Bishop of Lomicn, the 
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Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Llandaff, (Dean 
of St. Paul’s,) the Right Hon. Lord Kenyon, 
the Venerable the Archdeacon of London, the 
Venerable the Archdeacon of Middlesex, the 
Venerable the Arehdeacon of Colchester, the 
Rev. Dr. D’Oyly, Joshua Watson, Esq. be ap- 
pointed to superintend the erection of the 
monument, and to take all such steps as may 
be necessary for carrying the resolutions of this 
meeting into effect. 

“That the contributions, towards the erec- 
tion of the monument, be limited to the amount 
of each member’s annual subscription to the 
society. 

“* That the resolutions adopted by the board 
at this special meeting of the society, be pub- 
Ushed under the direction of the committee. 

“ Agreed unanimously, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Right Rev.-the Lord 
Bishop of London, for having taken the chair ; 
and for the very obliging and able manner in 
which he has conducted the business of the day. 

** GEO. GASKIN, D. D. 
* Secretary.” 
Dec. 27, 1822. 

At a second special general meeting, con- 
vened for the purpose of receiving and taking 
into consideration, gn application from the In- 
corporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, “ for permission to 
©o-operate with the members of the Society for 
Promoting Christion Knowledge, in the erec- 
tion of a monument to the memory of the late 
Lord Bishop of Caleutta, in the cathedral 
ehurch of St. Paul, and thus to perpetuate 
their feelings of gratitude for his services and 
admiration of his talents :” 


His Grace the LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 
CANTERBURY in the chair: 


The following resolutions were unanimously 
agreed to :— 

“That this board gladly acknowledge the 
cordial union that has so long and so happily 
subsisted between the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge and the Incorporated So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts, inasmuch as the two societies arose 
from the same stock, were founded on the same 
principles, end act under the same president. 

** That this board, therefore, however anxi- 
ous they may have been to reserve to the mem- 
bers of the Society for Promoting Christian 
ixnowledge the honour of offering a suitable 
tribate to the memory of the late Lord Bishop 
of Calcutta, cannot resist the earnest request 
that has now been made by the sister society, 
to be admitted to co-operate with them in the 
erection of the monument proposed to be piaced 
in the cathedral church of St. Paul. 

“That two members of the Incorporated So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, viz. the 
Rey. H. H. Norris,* and the Rev. J. Lonsdale, 
be added to the special committee which has 
been appointed to carry this design into execu- 
tion 

“That the Archdeacon of Loudon be re- 
quested to furnish the board with a copy of the 
admirable address delivered by him at the list 
Special general meeting, for the uses of the so- 
eiety. 





* The author of the Letter to Lord Liver- 
pool on Bible Societies. Ed. C.J. 
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“ Agreed unanimously, That the cordial and 
respectful thanks of the meeting be offered to 
his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, for 
presiding ou this occasion. 

* GEO. GASKIN, D. D. 
** Secretary.” 


Another account from the Missionary 
Register. 


We record, with sincere sorrow, the unex 

se and sudden demise of the Bishop ot 

Jalcutta. This afflicting event is thus announced 
in a Calcutta paper :-— 

July 11th, 1822.—At the Presidency, on 
the night of Monday, the 8th instant, about 
eleven o'clock, died the Right Rev. ‘Thomas 
Fanshawe Middleton, D. D. Lord Bishop of 
Cateutta, after a short but severe illness, which 
baffled all medical skill. His Lordship was in 
full possession of health on the preceding Tues. 
day, when he visited the college. On the day 
ot his death, he was conceived to have passed 
the erisis of the fever, under which he had suf- 
fered during this short interval; and to be out, 
of danger: at half past seven o'clock, he was 
thought much better; but, at eight, he wag 
seized with a violent paroxysm of fever, and at 
eleven o'clock expired. The tolling of the ea- 
thedral bell, at intervals of a minute, announced 
this melancholy event to the community, at sun- 
rise on the following morning.” 

We have learned some further particulars, 
which will be interesting to all who have mark- 
ed, with pleasure, the course which this able 
prelate was pursuing in India. 

The objects before his Lordship, in proceed- 
ing to India, were contessedly great and difficult. 
He had to conciliate prejudice, acting power- 
fully against his very pe while he had to 


maintain both the dignity and the courtesy of a. 


Christian bishop: and, above all, while extend- 
ing his first care to his own countrymen in In- 
dia, and watching over their spiritual interests, 
a mind like his could not but be deeply affected 
by the ignorance of multitudes of native Chris- 
tians, and the awful condition of the myriads of 
heathens and Mahomedans around him. Yet 
this great object his Lordship had to approach 
with peculiar caution. Prejudices and fears 
on this point, altogether unworthy of professed 
Christians, and conntenanced neither by faets 
nor by jugt reasoning, were, however, numer- 
ous and strong. In what manner the bishop’s 
mind seems to have opened to the right course, 
and how nobly he was countenanced and sup- 
ported by the’ whole body of the church and its 
chief sacicties at home, our readers well know. 

Yo this difficult post, the bishop brought an 
enlarged and comprehensive mind; which was, 
however, somewhat anxious in the prosecution 
of its purposes. The importance of his office, 
and his work in India, appears to have been 
felt by him with inereasing weight. The exer- 
tions both of mind and body requisite for the 
discharge of this office, as the bishop laboured 
to discharge it, in so extensive a diocess as that 
committed to his care, seem to have been more 
than his constitution, though naturally strong, 
could bear up against in such a climate as In- 
dia. The slightest indisposition weuld latterly 
depress him, and lead him to speak as if he felt 
himself to be dying. Such had been the gene- 
ral habit of his mind for some time back. 


On Wednesday, the 3d of July, the bishop 
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and his lady went to take an airing about an 
hour before sun-sct. On turning a coroer, about 
jualf a mile from home, the sun shone full upen 
the bishop- He instantly expressed a feeling of 
having received what is called “ « stroke of the 
sun;” and said that he was sure he should suf- 
ter from it. The carriage immediately returned 
home. Severe head-ache soon came on. His 
Lordship took strong medicine; but would not 
allow his physician to be sent for. He became 
very restless ; and, on going to bed, said that he 
never felt so before, and God only knew what 
the result would be. Contrary to his usual ha- 
bit when unwell, he spoke no more of death. 
In the night he was for getting up, saying he 
must work night and day to accomplish the busi- 
ness which he had on hand. Next day, he sat 
at his desk eight hours, answering some papers 
referred to him by government. At night, he 
allowed his physician to be sent for, but would 
sce no One else—was exceedingly restless, and 
seemed to labour under the impression, that a 
load of business lay upon him: and this idea did 
not forsake him till his death. The feverish 
symptoms were never violent—his pulse about 
80, and only at one time 86; but the restless 
eagerness of his mind nothing could allay. In 
the evening of Monday, his physician left him 
with the impression that he was decidedly bet- 
ter; but he had not been long gone, when the 
bishop became very violent, walked about in 
great ugitation, and, on being compelled to lie 
down, nature began to give way. His articula- 
tion soon failed. The archdeacon and his lord- 
ship’s domestic chaplain were sent for. He 
knew the archdeacon, and made strong at- 
tempts to speak, but could not be understood. 
The final scene closed very rapidly, and about 
eleven he ceased to breathe. ‘The physician, 
the archdeacon, the bishop’s chaplain, the 
senior chaplain at the Presidency, and atother 
friend, were present. The dying bishop and 
his afflicted widow were commended, in hum- 
ble prayer, to the God of their salvation; and 
she seemed to receive strength in the attempt 
to resign herself to his holy will. 

The fever of which the bishop died is known 
to medical men; but its cause and cure have 
hitherto escaped their research. Under the 
restless anxiety occasioned by it, the patient, 
though conscious of every thing that passes, 
loses all control of his mind; so that the bishop 
would admit no one to his sick room but Mrs. 
Middleton, and the doctor and servant. 

On Sunday evening the bishop had desired 
to be prayed for by the congregation at the ca- 
thedral. On the evening of Thursday, his re- 
majns were deposited, amidst the affectionate 
regrets of multitudes. 

His lordship has left 500/. to the college, with 
500 volumes from his library to be selected by 
the principal; and, as a token of regard to the 
place of his early education, a like sum of 
money to Christ’s Hospital. 








Standing Rule of the Faculty of the 
General Theological Seminary of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States. 


WE are requested to insert the fol- 
towing Standing Rule of the Faculty of 
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the General Theological Seminary of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States :— 

Whereas, by the Statutes of the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, (chap. vii. § 1.) “ satisfactory 
evidence of classical and scientific at- 
tainments” is to be presented to the 
Faculty by every applicant for admis- 
sion into the seminary; therefore, Re- 
solved, that, with the exception ot 
* candidates for holy orders, with full 
qualifications,” and of those persons 
who shall present a diploma from some 
college, every applicant for admission 
into the seminary shall be required to 
stand an examination on the general 
principles of Natural and Moral Philo- 
sophy, and Rhetoric; and, in the La- 
tin and Greek languages, on the fol- 
lowing works, or such others as shall 
be considered as an equivalent sub- 
stitute—viz. Sallust, Virgil’s A®ineid, 
Cicero’s Orations, or De Officiis ; and 
the four Gospels, Xenophon’s Cyro- 
pedia, and the first three Books of Ho- 
mer. 

The editors of the Gospel Advocate, 
Churchman’s Magazine, Philadelphia 
Recorder, and Washington Theologi- 
cal Repertory, are requested to insert 
the above in their respective works. 


_-— 


Bishop White Scholarship. 


A numBeER Of ladies in Philadelphia, 
with a laudable zeal, have endowed a 
Scholarship in the Protestant Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the United 
States. By the constitution of the se- 
minary, 2000 dollars only are requir- 
ed; but the sum raised by the ladies 
amounts to 2500 dollars; the whole 
amount being destined to the proposed 
object. 


p> __] 


New-York Protestant Episcopal Suw- 
day School Society. 

Tue sixth anniversary of the New- 
York Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Society was celebrated in St. 
Paul’s chapel, in this city, on the after- 
noon of Wednesday, the 9th of April, 
1823. The schools belonging to this 
society are those of Trinity church, 
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and St. Paul’s and St. John’s chapels, 
and St. Mark’s, Christ, Grace, Zion, St. 
Luke’s, and St. Philip’s churches. The 
scholars assembled ‘on this occasion 
amounted to about 1400, and, with their 
superintendents and teachers, and the 
managers of thé society, occupied all 
the pews, and also benches throughout 
the different aisles on the ground floor 
of that large chapel. ‘ Evening prayer 
was conducted by the Rev. Dr. Lyell, 
and an appropriate address delivered 
by the Rev. Mr. Berrian. The scho- 
lars then sung a hymn, selected from 
the 106th psalm in metre: the final 
prayers, including an appropriate col- 
lect from the liturgy, and the benedie- 
tion, by the bishop. 

The occasion and exercises were 
highly interesting, and calculated to 
strengthen conviction of the import- 
ance and value of Sunday school instrue- 
tion. Besides the officiating clergy, we 
were gratified to perceive, in the chan- 
cel, the attendance of the Rev. Drs. 
Harris, Turner, and Wilson ; and the 
Rev. Messrs. M‘Vickar, Onderdonk, 
Creighton, Wainwright, Breintnall,Up- 
fold, Doane, Eastburn, and Sellon, of 
this city ; the Rev. Mr. Haskell, of Rye; 
and the Rev. Mr. Sayres, of Jamaica, 
Long-Island. 

We refer our readers to the interest- 
ing and gratifying report of the board 
of managers of this institution, inserted 
at page 134 of this Journal. 


Society Lands in Vermont. 


ix our number for February last, p. 
61, we inserted an article from the 
Churchman’s Magazine respecting these 
lands. In relation to the suit instituted 
for their recovery, the National Intelli- 
gencer says, that on “ Wednesday, the 
12th of March, Mr. Justice Washing- 
ton delivered the opinion of the majo- 
rity of the court in the case of the So- 
ciety for Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, (in England,) against 
the town of New-Haven, (in Vermont,) 
which was argued by Mr. Hopkinson 
for the plaintiffs, and by Mr. Webster, 
at the last term. Certificate to the 
circuit court that the plaintiffs are en- 
titled to judgment.” 


Consecration of Christ Church. 

On Saturday morning, the 29th of 
March, 1823, Christ Church, in An- 
thony-street, near Broadway, New- 
York, was consecrated to the service of 
Almighty God, by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Hobart, agreeably to the rites and 
ceremonies of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. The day 
was remarkably fine for the season, 
which favoured the attendance of a 
very large and respectable congrega- 
tion, whose serious deportment and at- 
tention to the selemn and impressive 
service, eyinced a conviction that they 
regarded themselves assembled in the 
temple of the ever-living God. “ 
‘ ‘The’ erection of this chaste and 
splendid edifice reflects great honoux 
on the spirit and enterprise of the Rev. 
Dr. Lyell (the rector) and his people, 
The site is very favourable, on elevated 
ground, a dry soil, of easy access from 
the west side of Broadway, and in the 
ynidst of a very respectable population. 
The form is oblong, about 100 feet by 
65; the sides and rear ‘of neat gray 
Stone; the front and tower are faced 
with hewn brown stone, of superiot 
quality and workmanship. The doors 
and windows in front are nicked and 
arched in the true pointed Gothic style; 
the windows in the flanks and rear-are 
also arched in the pointed form, ‘and 
cased with hewn brown stone. A quad- 
rangular tower, projecting about three 
feet from the face of the front wall, and 
about 90 feet elevation, is crowned 
with.an open battlement, and diagonal 
pyramids. The vestry-room, twenty 
feet by eight, is in the rear, from whic 
a flight of steps leads to the pulpit. The 
interior is finished ina plain Gothic 
style, corresponding with the exterior, 
and contains 124 pews on the first floor, 
and 66 in the galleries, constructed on 
an improved plan, that contributes 
greatly to the ease and comfort of the 
occupants, as well as to their seeing 
and hearing the preacher. There is a 
gradual declivity to the chancel, which 
is in front of the pulpit, surrounded 
with a neat railing excluding the read- 
ing desk. The pulpit, canopy, and al- 
tar, are in a style bordering on the 
florid Gothic, and probably not sur- 
passed in classic association and exqui- 
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site workmanship by any thing of the 
kind in this country. 

It is understood that the Rev. Man- 
ton Eastburn has been appointed by 
the vestry of Christ church assistant to 
the rector, and that it is intended to 
have three services every Sunday, and 
one on every Wednesday evening while 
the season permits. 

We have obtained the following ex- 
tract from the bishop’s sermon on that 
occasion :— 

“ For celebrating this worship with 
decency, with erder, and with every 
possible convenience, this temple, is ad- 
mirably adapted. It is not necessary for 
mie to enlarge on the neatness, the con- 
venience, and the beauty of its arrange- 
ments. But I should do violence to my 
feelings, did I not express the satisfac- 
tion with which I behold my reverend 
brother,* who commenced in this city 
his course of ministerial usefulness 
many years since, and with whom I 
have been from that period most inti- 
mately and affectionately associated, 
called hereafter to exercise his faithful 
and honourable functions in an edifice 
that presents every convenience, and 
every necessary ornament. Nor can I 
avoid congratulating the congregation, 
to whom he has so long happily minis- 
tered, on the zeal and pious enterprise 
with which, by their own resources, 
they have raised so costly a structure. 
Admitting, in the largeness of its ac- 
commodations, an accession to. their 
numbers, we trust they will receive this 
accession from the respectable popula- 
tion which surrounds it—and that thus 
the burden of erecting it, which would 
fall heavily on them alone, will be 
shared by others. They have raised 
a building, an ornament to our city, and 
an honour to the church of which they 
are members ; and they deserve, and we 
trust they will receive, cordial and libe- 
ral patronage and support.” 

Ordinations at Baltimore. 

On Wednesday, the first of Janu- 
ary, 1823, an ordination was held in 
St. Paul’s church, Baltimore, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, when the 
Rey. Frederick P. Schroeder was ad- 


— 





* The Rey. Dr. Lvell. 
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mitted to the holy erder of deacons. 
The service was conducted by the Rev. 
Dr. Barry, and the sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Wyatt.——And on Thursday, the 
20th ef March, an ordination was held 
in the same church, by the same bi- 
shop, when the Rev. Charles P. M‘Il- 
vaine was admitted to the holy order 
of priests. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
Wyatt.— Theolog. Repert. 


| ______ _] 


Obituary Notice. 

Diep, lately, at Richmond, Virginia, 
the Rev. Jonn Bucnanan, D. D. Rec- 
tor of Henrico parish. The following 
obituary notice of this venerable man is 
extracted from a southern print :— 

“‘ There are few things more pleas- 
ing to a generous mind, than to call to 
view the merit of a departed friend, and 
to trace in recollection those virtues by 
which his life was distinguished. In 
the death of the late Rev. Dr. John Bu- 
chanan, our city has been deprived of 
an individual, whose amiable qualities 
gave him a place in the affections of all 
who knew him. He was a firm be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
trusted to the atonement offered on the 
cross for the salvation of his soul. His 
disinterested labours form a proof of 
his attachment to the Redeemer per- 
fectly conclusive; and the good will he 
manifested toward all men, is an evi- 
dence that his heart was influenced by 
the spirit of the doctrines he inculcated. 
He was a stranger to every disposition 
of unkindness, and no invective against 
himself, however bitter that invective 
might be, could extort from him an ex- 
pression of resentment, or force him 
from the high ground of Christian cha- 
rity. The author of this feeble tribute 
of attention knew bim well, and it is 





with truth he can declare, that of all _ 


men with whom he has ever been ac- 
quainted, Buchanan was inferior to 
none in humility of heart, benevolence 
of disposition, and sincerity of friend- 
ship. 

a During his last illness, his mind 
was fixed upon the change which 
awaited him. He saw the gradual ap- 
proaches of death ; and endeavoured to 
prepare himself for the solemn sum- 
mons of his God. He frequently united 




































































166 Miscellaneous. [No. &. 


For the Christian Journal. 


in prayer with his friend and pastor, 
bishop Moore, and received the holy 
communion from his hands. His friend- 
ship for the Rev. Mr. Blair, of the Pres- 
byterian church, with whom he had 
long lived in love and harmony, con- 
tinued to glow with greatest fervour, 
as long as his mind retained its empire. 
When he requested that the prayers of 
the church should be offered up in his 
behalf, his friend, who was also sick, 
was not forgotten ; for in the most af- 
fecting accents he added— Pray also 
for Blair!’ 

* His loss to the poor will perhaps 
never be filled by any other man. He 
possessed means of relieving the dis- 
tressed, and when the appeals of the 
afflicted met his ear, Buchanan’s heart 
vibrated with sympathy; and his purse 
furnished the necessary supplies. He 
is gone to give an account of his stew- 
ardship; andthe author of this obitu- 
ary believes, that should he be se happy 
as to obtain a seat in heaven, he will 
there meet his former friend and associ- 
ate, washed from his offences in the 
blood of Christ, and clothed in the Re- 
deemer’s righteousness.” 


Lit. § Evang. Mag. 
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Flattering world! illusive pleasure, 
All your snares, unmoved, I see, 
Nothing short of heavenly treasure 
Moves my soul or comforts me. 
I seek to know 
The joys that flow 
From God’s right hand to saints below ; 
4nd would with all my powers adore 
My God, and hourly love him more. 


t) Father! teach my willing soul 
‘Yowalk in Wisdom’s pleasant way; 
Still struggling forward to the goal ; 
Improving time while yet ’tis day : 
If thou should’st see 
*Tis good for me 
‘To sorrow here, so let it be; 
ut grant me, when this life is past, 
r hroug eh Jesus, heavenly peace at last. 


M. A. W. 


l'o correspondents.—The Country Clergyman, No.9, was not received in time for the pre- 


Messrs. Epirors, 





A suBscRIBER to the Journal res | 

quests the favour of your calling theat- | 
tention of your readers to the “ Select 
School for Young Ladies” to be opened 
in May, at No. 43 Barclay-street, New- 
York, by Mrs. Okill. I have reason to 
believe her peculiarly qualifted for so 
important an undertaking, and am hap- 
py to learn that while every attention 
will be paid to the ordinary and orna- 
mental branches of a finished female 
education, the department of religious | 
instruction will receive particular care, © 
The terms are those generally esta- 
blished in respectable schools of the — 
same description. The following is an F 
extract from her card:—* Mrs. Okill 
will employ the most approved teachers | 
for the several branches, and will de- 
vote her time to the general superin- 
tendence of her school, and to the reli- 
gious principles, morals, and manners 
of those young ladies who may be con- 
fided to her care. She will also pay | 
particular attention to the French tan- ' 
guage; and to enable her scholars to © 
express themselves with correctness and 
fluency, she has engaged a French lady 
of respectability to reside with her.— 
Mrs. Okill feels the most grateful satis- 
faction in mentioning, that the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart has kindly autho- © 
rized her to say that he will take an in- | 
terest in the organization and success 
of her school ; and the Rev. B. T. On- | 
derdonk, the Rev. J. M. Wainwright, © 
and the Rev. W. Berrian, have had ~ 
the goodness to promise her their sup- ” 
port and influence.—In addition to the ' 
above mentioned Rey. gentlemen, Mrs, | 
O. has permission to refer to Peter A. 
Jay, esq. Dr. William Moore, Samuel 
Boyd, esq. Henry Barelay, esq. Levi- 
nus Clarkson, esq. Charles M‘ Evers, 
esq. James Bleecker, esq. and Robert 
Campbell, esq. of New-Jersey.” 
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sent number: it will appear in our next, as will also our abstract of the proceedings of the | 


Suoth-Carolina Convention. 


W. is informed that the great length of his Essay precludes its insertion for the present; and t 
hesides, we are fearful, from the smallness of the hand in which it is written, that our composi- / 
tor would not be able to decypher it with any degree of accurscy. ¥ 

The Hints of J, u.—The Character of Laban—Y. Z. on the use of the word Churchman— - 
ri ines written at Sun-set—and Lines on Spring, by M. A. W_ are received, and will appear 28 | 


vir limits shall permit 
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